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Preface. vii

tive research into the bibliography of the subject of animal and
plant lore. The notes appended to the following chapters embody
but a few of the many beliefs and customs that I have chanced
upon, which are related to those described in the text. The beliefs
not quoted from literary sources are now current, or have been so in
very recent times, and have been communicated to me by friends
or acquaintances, some of them of European or Asiatic birth and
rearing.

To the list of persons mentioned in the preface to the volume of
“ Current Superstitions,” as having rendered valuable assistance in
the collection and arrangement of the material recorded, I here wish
to add the names of Mrs. Gertrude C. Davenport and Professor
Charles L. Edwards.

F. D. B.
CAMBRIDGE, MASs., January, 1899.
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18 Animal-Lore.

87. When the ear burns, it is a sign that some one is talking
about you. Wet the forefinger in the mouth, and rub the ear with
the forefinger and thumb, saying about the one supposed to be talk-
ing about you :—

If good, good betide you, and
If bad, may the Devil ride you.

or, in Baltimore, Md. : —

If it’s good, may the Lord bless you ;
If it ’s bad, may the Devil take you.

88. Boys out bird’s-nesting endeavored to find the direction of
the nest by spitting in the palm of the hand and striking it with the
forefinger of the other hand, at the same time saying : —

Spit, spat, spot,
Tell me where that bird’s-nest is.

The direction of the largest drop of saliva spattered away by the
finger pointed out the nest.
Salem, Mass. (seventy to eighty years ago).
89. Boys who have lost a ball spit in the palm of the hand and
strike the spittle with the forefinger, repeating: —

Spitter, spatter,
Which way’s that ball gone?
New Hampshire (forty or fifty years ago).
go. Children spit in the palm of the hand and strike the mass of
spittle with the other, saying : —
Spit, spat, spo!
v Where ’d that go?
The flying spittle gives the direction of a lost article sought.
Salem, Mass.
91. To find a lost article, spit in the palm of the left hand, hold
the forefinger of the right suspended, and say: —

Spit, spit, I’ve lost my pin,
Tell me what corner I’ll find it in.

Strike the saliva with the right forefinger, and notice the direc-
tion in which it flies; that will be the direction of the lost article.
Missouri (negro).

92. To find lost cattle or any lost articles, strike a drop of spit on
the palm of the hand. Pennsylvania.












CHAPTER 1L
OMENS.

MAN.

125. It is a common belief that those born with a caul over the
face can see ghosts. Chestertown, Md. (negro).

126. Witches, or bad women, or women with an evil eye, who
have a grudge against a person, by casting the eye on a cow
can bewitch the milk so it will not make butter. Cape Breton.

127. The power of a person with the evil eye, or a “witch-like
person,” can be overcome by sticking an awl in her back.
Miramichi, N. B.
128. An evil-eyed person’s bewitching of butter may be overcome
by putting a horseshoe under the churn. New Brunswick.

129. It is such bad luck to meet a cross-eyed person, that one
must at once turn back into the house. Hartford, Conn.

130. It is unlucky to meet a cross-eyed persori. A young girl
who got wet by the waves on a steamboat laid her luck to meeting
five cross-eyes earlier in the day. Providence, R. I, 1891.

131. On going out in the morning, to meet a cross-eyed person
means bad luck. Tezas.

132. Carry the hand of a dead friend and it will bring prosperity.
A big toe will keep away disease. The toe of an enemy can be
used as a charm for conjuring enemies.

Wid dis bony toe, I'll bring de woe
Fo’ daylight in de mornin’. Southern negro.

133. It is lucky to meet, and better to touch, a hunchback.
Deerfield, Mass.
134. Some brokers think it is good luck to see a hunchback. If
they can touch the deformity it will bring gain. Such a touch is
supposed also to cure headache. New York newspaper.






24 Animal-Lore.
146. 1t is bad luck to have twin calves. Deer Isle, Me.

147. For a cow to bring forth twin calves is unlucky, signifying
the “end of property.” New Hampshire.

148. If a cow in your possession bring forth twin calves, you'll
never be any richer. Ipswick, Mass., and Harmony, Me.

149. A calf licking the outside of a window is an omen of death.
Prince Edward Island.
150. If a cow at any time comes up and licks the window pane, it
predicts the death of one of the immediate family.
Cape Cod and Alabama.

151. When you hear cows lowing around your door, it is a sure

sign of death. Alabama.
152. A cow lowing after sundown is a sign that some one of the

family will soon die. Alabama.
153. Cows lowing at midnight foretells death. Alabama.

154. A cow mooing after midnight means death.
Virginia and Englewood, N. J.
155. If six cows are seen walking together, it is a sign of a funeral.
Bay Roberts, N. F,
156. It is bad luck to kill a cat. New England.

157. If a farmer kill a cat, some of his stock will die.
Pennsylvania.
158. A farmer believes that if he should kill a cat he would lose
a horse. Webster City, lowa.

159. It is bad luck to kill a cat or to touch a dead cat. The cat
would “ha’nt ” the killer. Arkansas (negro).

160. Cats of three colors bring luck.
Canada, Michigan, and Eastern Kansas.
161. A three-colored cat prevents fires. Eastern Kansas.

162. A “smutty-nosed ” cat brings wealth to its owner.
New England.
163. To own a white cat will bring poverty. Masne.,

164. A spotted cat coming to a house is a lucky omen.
Cape Breton.












28 Animal-Lore.

212. It is a schoolboy’s saying that “if you see a yellow dog you
will see a negro.” Eastern Kansas.

213. A strange dog following you home means good luck.
Eastern Kansas.
214. It is bad luck to have a stray black dog come to one’s house.
Northern Ohso.
215. In buying a horse: —
One white foot, buy him ;
Two white feet, try him;
Three white feet, deny him;
Four white feet and a white nose,
Strip off his hide and give him to the crows.
Eastern Massachusetts.
One white foot, try him ;
Two white feet, buy him;
Three white feet, put him in the dray;
Four white feet, give him away ;
Four white feet and a white nose,
Take off his hide and give him to the crows.

Portland, Me.
One white foot, buy him;
Two white feet, try him ;
Three white feet, give him away ;
Four white feet, you'll rue the day.
Roxbury and Cambridge, Mass.
216. If you watch a span of white horses out of sight, you will
die inside of a year. Upper Canada.

217. Wish on the appearance of the first white horse you see in
the new year and you'’ll get your wish. New England,

218. Say “ white horse” seven times every time you see one, for
a week, and you will find something. New England.

21g. Count one hundred white horses, and the counting will bring
a present. Massachusetts.

220. For a bridal couple to ride behind white horses bodes bad
luck. _ Mickigan.

221, See a “calico” (piebald) pony and wish.
Eastern Massachusetts and Louisiana.
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423. When you see a firefly ahead of your horse’s nose at night,
the mackerel will be thick next day. Boothbay, Me.

424. If a lightning-bug comes into the house you will have a
strange visitor. Alabama.

425. “A buzzing fly preceding any one betokens ill luck. Rus-
sell Sage never trades with a broker who comes into his presence
thus heralded.” A New York newspaper.

426. A bluebottle coming into the house heralds news.
Boston, Mass.
427. To see a yellow fly foretells good news. Alabama.

428. When a katydid chirps in the house, it is a sure omen of
death. New London, Conn.

429. If a lady-bug lights on your hand, it means new gloves ; if on
your dress, a new dress ; if on your shoes, new shoes, etc. .
Upper Canada and Boston, Mass.

430. When a “measuring worm” travels over you, it indicates

that you are getting measured for a new dress; others say for a
shroud. Northern Ohkio and Bucks Co., Pa.

431. If a “measuring worm” gets on your dress, you will be sure
to have a new dress of that color. Alabama.

432. If a white span-worm is at any time found on the body, it is
“a sho’ sign,” as the negroes say, of approaching death. If, on the
other hand, it is a green one, it is measuring your bridal robe, and
foretells both long life and happiness. Alabama.

CRUSTACEANS.

433. It is dangerous to kill the common sow-bug (Oniscus), as the
creature can give the hydrophobia to the one who kills it. Hence
sow-bugs are called mad dogs. Loussville, Ky.
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446. Spruce partridges (Canada grouse) feed heavily before bad
weather. . Labrador.

447. The fact of pigs carrying hay or straw in their mouths signi-
fies rain or wind.
Newfoundland, and somewhat general in the United States.
+448. Rats leave a ship before a storm or a shipwreck.

Newfoundland.

449. Rats kecp to what will be the leeward side of a protecting

object on the eve of a storm, and move shavings away from the wind-
ward side of a house before a storm. Labrador.

450. When squirrels lay up an extra supply of nuts, it indicates

an unusually severe winter coming.
New Brunswick and Maryland.

451. If a toad digs a hole and crawls into it, it is sure to bring

rain.
Newton, Mass., and Rio Pecos near Langtyy Tex. (Mexican cattle-
herders).

452. Whales “sounding " foretell a storm. Labrador.

THE CRIES OR CALLS OF ANIMALS.
453. Bulbirds (little auk) chatter before a rain.

Newfoundland.
454- A cat “bawling” is a sign of rain. St. Jokn's, N. F.
455. A cock crowing foretells a storm. Woburn, Mass. .

456. If a cock crows on the fence, it is a sign of fair weather ; if
on the ground, a sign of rain. General in the United States.

457. When a rooster crows on a fence, it is a sign of a storm.
Moosup, Conn.
458. A cock crowing on the fence during a storm shows that it
will soon clear off. Massackusetts.

459. A cock coming to the door and crowing during a rain fore-
tells clear weather. Maine.

460. A cock crowing early in the morning foretells good weather.
Massachusetts.
461. Cocks crowing during the night signify rain.
Newfoundland.
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581. Lumbermen prepare for a heavy snowstorm when they hear
partridges drum. Central Masne.

582. A pigeon on the ridge of a roof indicates rain (?).
Salem, Mass.
583. It is believed that pigs carrying straws in their mouths fore-
tell rain. Canada (Mohawk Indians).

584 Pigs rubbing their backs against the fence or other conven-
ient object foretell lowery weather. Central Masne.

585. A school of porpoises following a ship is a sign of a storm.
Baltimore (negro saslor).
586. Rabbits running much show that a snow-fall is coming.

Newfoundland,

587. Expect a heavy fall of snow when seals whelp (about March

1st) ; the snow “makes a bed” for the little seals.

New Harbor, N. F.
588. To see snakes crawling is a sign of rain. Alabama.

589. Snipe drumming means rain. Newfoundland.

590. Sparrows perching or flying together in clusters foretell
rain. ) Boston, Mass.

591. Swallows sitting in the road indicate rain inside of twenty-
four hours. Albany, N. H.

592. If the swallows fly low, it is a sign of rain.
Maine and Massachusetts.
593. Bad weather is indicated when chimney-swifts dip in water
or swallows fly low or in flocks; good weather when swallows fly

high. Cazenovia, N. Y.
504. When swallows fly high, the weather will be clear.

Biddeford, Me.

595. Toads come out before a rain. Lawrence, Kan.

596. If a toad is put into a jar of water in which there is a ladder,
the toad will sit on the top of the ladder if the weather is to be fair,
but on the bottom if foul weather is coming. Lawrence, Kan.

597. Turkeys perch on top of a straw-stack or on the barn or
house roof on the approach of colder weather. Ohio.
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629. A spider’s web on the oars of a fishing-boat on pulling off
indicates a wind from the north, Labrador.

630. Do not go barefooted until you have seen three swallows.
Lawrence, Mass.
631. Kill a toad, and it will rain to-morrow.
Cape Breton; general in the United States.
632. A turtle biting one will not let go until it thunders.
Cape Cod, also Omaha Indians.
633. A “whale’s egg” (sea urchin ?) covered with pebbles,  taking
in ballast,” is a sign of a breeze. Heart's Delight, N. F.

634 If worm-casts are seen on top of the ground, it is a sign of
rain. Mason, N. H.



CHAPTER 1IV.
INCANTATIONS AND FORMULZA.

635. Say “mumbly-up ” repeatedly over an ant-hill until the ants
come up at the summons. Repeat “ mumbly-down,” and the ants go
down. Bucks Co., Pa.

636. Children call over the funnel-shaped entrance to an ant-
lion’s den : —

Jack, Jack, come up the world,

Bread and butter, bread and butter,

Jack, Jack, come up the world,

Bread and butter, bread and butter, etc.

Guernsey Co., Okio.

637. Mooly-up, mooly-up, mooly-up, etc. Mansfield, Okio.

638. Dooley-bug, dooley-bug, come out of your hole.
Indiana.
639. Doodle, doodle, doodle, repeated over and over.
Southern Indiana, Tennessee, and California.
640. Doodle, doodle, house on fire,
Mary ’s sick and about to die.
Southern States.
641. Children will stick straws down “doodle-holes,” calling : —
Doodle-bug, doodle-bug, run away home, -
Your house is on fire, your children will burn.
Loutstana.
642. Boys try to catch a bat by throwing up the hat and calling : —
Bat, bat, come down my hat,
And when I brew and when I bake,
I'’ll give you a piece of bat-cake.
Massachusetts.
643. Bat, bat, if you'll fly in my hat,
1’1l give you a piece of bacon.
Pennsylvania.
644. Leather-winged bat,
Fly into my hat.
Chestertown, Md.
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653. The tomtit is said to say : —
T16'manjét ! Tl6'manjét !
or
Spring ! Spring!

654. The robin says : —.
Okwiniik tétltlamtciya !
or
By and by plenty of rain !
Kootenay Indians.
655. Children catch a butterfly and hold it in the hand, saying:

Butterfly, butterfly, give me some butter,

And I'll let you go away !
North Cambridge, Mass.
656. Boys often say while fishing : —
Fishy, fishy,
Come bite my hook,
I'll go captain
And you'll go cook(-ed in the pan).
Masne.
657. Children say to the daddy-long-legs, “ Daddy, daddy-long-
legs, tell me which way you are going or I'll pull your legs off.”
The daddy stops, and when the sentence is completed he points in
the direction in which he is supposed to be going.

658. Also this: —
Grandfather gray,
Tell me right away
Where the cows are
Or I 'l kill you.
Baldwinsville, N. Y.
659. Grandfather graybeard,
Tell me where my cows are or I'’ll kill you.
Western New York, seventy years ago.
660. Children catch and hold a daddy-long-legs by one leg, say-
ing:—
& Gran’daddy, gran’daddy-long-legs,
Tell me where my cows are or I'’ll kill you.
The creature is said to point out with another leg the direction in
which the cows are. Northern Ohio.

661. Grandaddy dbo,
Tell me where my cows are,
Or I''ll kill you / Dorchkester, Ont.
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672. Lady-bug, lady-bug, fly away home,
Your house is on fire and your children all gone ;
All but one, and her name is Ann,
And she crept under the pudding pan.
Baldwinsville, N. Y.
673. When a child sheds a tooth, it puts it in a mouse’s hole and
says : “Give me a gold tooth and I’ll give you a bone one.”
Cape Breton.
674. Snail, snail, put out your horns,
Or I'’ll kill your father and mother and all.
Baddeck, Cape Breton.
675. Snail, snail, come out of your hole,
Or else I'll beat you black as a coal.
General in the United States.
676. Break your first brake,
Kill your first snake,
And you’ll conquer all your enemies.
New York and Central Okso.
677. Pick the first brake,
Kill the first snake,
And you will accomplish
What you undertake. Vermont, 1860.

678. Catch a snake, let him go,
For death is comin’ sho’ and sho’.
Southern negvo.
679. If you wish to live and thrive,
Let the spider run alive.
Eastern Massachusetts.
680. On seeing a spider : —
Black, sad,
Brown, glad,
White, good luck attend you.
Guslford, Conn.
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698. Hop-toad, and hop-toady, Bufo lentiginosus.

Somewhat general.

699. Ground-dog or ground-puppy or puppy, salamander, Necturxs
maculatus. Chestertown, Md.
700. Mud-puppy, salamander. Lawrence, Kan.

701. Skyarpin (for scorpion), a common lizard, Sceloporus.
Southern.

702. Thunder-snake. Probably milk-snake, Opksbolus triangsulus.
A snake marked similarly to a rattlesnake, which crawls in cellar
walls for mice, etc., and is supposed to foretell thunderstorms.
Indiana.
703. Chaugset (Indian), for the cunner, Tautogolabrus adspersus.
Buszard's Bay.
704. Ramper eel, lamprey, Petromyson marinus.
Bathurst, N. B.
705. Calico spider for large mottled species of the family Epei.
ride. Massachusetts.

706. ““Weaver,” for a small brown spider. Miramichi, N. B.

ANTS.

707. Anty-mire, ants, superfamily Formicina.
Central Masne and Okio.
708. Ant-eaters, doodle-bugs, ant-lions, Myrmeleon.
Southern California.

ANT-LION.
709. Jack-come-up-the-world, ant-lion. Eastern Okio.

710. Doodle-bug or doodle, ant-lion.

Indiana and Southern States.
711. Dooly-bug or dooly, ant-lion.

Indiana and Southern States.
712. Mooly-up, ant-lion. Mansfield, Ohso.

713. Mumbly-up and Mumbly-down, ant-lion.
Bucks Co., Pa.
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CRUSTACEANS.
731. Pill-bug, genus Asellus.

732. Church-mice, sow-bugs, genus Oniscus.

Chestertown, Md.
733. Mad dogs, sow-bugs. Loutsville, Ky.

734. Slaters, sow-bugs. Palo Alto, Cal.

CCELENTERA.

735. Squid-squalls or water-squalls, jelly-fish, Meduse.
Trinity Bay, Scilly Cove, N. F.
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746. If finger-nails are eaten, they will stick in your heart and
kill you. Central Masne.

747. If you swallow your finger-nail, it will kill you.
Springfield, Mass.
748. It is unlucky to bite your finger-nails. Nails are poison to
eat. Bathurst, N. B.

749. If you cut your nails on Friday, you will have hang-nails.
Central Maine.
750. Cut the baby’s nails every Friday, and it will never have
toothache.

751. If you cut off your finger-nails on Friday, you will never have
the toothache.

752. Cut your nails on Friday, and you will have toothache.
Chester, N. H.
753. For toothache, cut off part of the nails of the fingers and
toes and insert them in the bark of a tree, or put them in a hole in
the tree and cover them up. This must be done secretly.
Conception Bay, N. F.,
754. If the tree is afterward cut down, the cure will fail

Labrador.
755. You must not cut your nails on Friday, or the devil will
make a comb of them to comb your hair. Salem, Mass.

756. On cutting nails,

Cut them on Monday,

Cut them for health;

Cut them on Tuesday,

Cut them for wealth ;

Cut them on Wednesday,

Cut them for news;

Cut them on Thursday,

A pair of new shoes ;

Cut them on Friday,

Cut them for sorrow ;

Cut them on Saturday,

A present to-morrow ;

But he that on Sunday cuts his corn,
Better that he had never been born.

757. A child’s milk-tooth, when extracted, must be put where no
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dog, cat, or pig can get it and swallow it, else the child will get the
peculiar tooth of the animal that has eaten it in place of the one lost.
Such teeth are often burned.
Prince’ Edward Island, Cape Breton, and New Brunswick ;
general in the United States.

758. By preserving the first teeth, the second teeth are kept from
decaying. Hartford, Conn.

759. If you lose a tooth, you will have to search for it on the
Day of Judgment. Alabama (negro).



CHAPTER VIL
FOLK-MEDICINE.

BLOOD AND RAW FLESH.
760. The blood of a black cat will cure a spavined horse.

Bay of Islands, N. F.
761. Blood from the tip of the tail of a black cat without a single
white hair will cure a sty. Exploits, N. F.

762. Snip off the end of a black cat’s tail ; catch a few drops of
blood on a lump of sugar, and swallow it to cure “shingles.”
Chestertown, Md. (negvo).
763. Black cat’s blood will cure the “shingles.”
Somerset Co., Me.
764. The ‘“shingles” may be cured by applying the freshly
removed skin of a cat to the affected surface.
Eastern and Central United States.
765. If a ringworm meets (closes up), it will kill the patient. Cut
the ear or tail of a perfectly black cat, drop the blood on the ring-
worm, and it will prevent the closing of the ringworm.

Cape Breton.
766. Hives may be cured by applying to the itching skin the
freshly flayed skin of a black cat. Eastern Massachusetts.

767. In the early twenties of the century, it was held by the
Dutch folk that any inflammation might be cured by the application
of the reeking skin of a newly killed cat. Brunswick, N. J.

768. An old negro was cured of consumption by an Indian doctor,
within thirty or forty years, by putting on the freshly stripped skin
of a black cat. Salem, Mass.

769. The heart of a black cat, applied as soon as the cat is killed,
will stop bleeding from a wound. Bay of Islands, N. F.

770. For “lump cramp” twist an eel, skinned alive, around the
affected muscles. Bay of Islands, N. F.




































CHAPTER VIIL
VARIOUS.

MAMMALS.

914 Many persons believe that 2 man has one less rib than a
woman. General in the United States.

915. White people are descendants of Cain. All mankind was
once black, but when the Lord asked Cain where Abel was, Cain
turned white with fright and so remained.

Chestertown, Md. (megvo).

916. It is believed that women occasionally give birth to puppies
or other non-human offspring.

917. Mermaids not infrequently come alongside a ship and call
for some man. If he isn’t thrown over to the mermaid, she can
overturn the ship.

Told by sailors. Learned from a Baltimore mulatto, a stewardess.

918. Donkeys are thought to be young mules.
Not uncommeon in the United States.
919. The dark stripes down the centre of a donkey’s back and
across its shoulders, thus forming a cross, are due to the fact that
the donkey stood in the stable on the night of Christ’s birth in the
manger. Somewhat general in the United States.

920. Bears suck their paws all winter, and so don’t eat during
the winter. General in the United States.
“ A dog that sucks his paw has bear in him.” Maine.

921. “ Bears used to be called ‘ wild men of the woods.”” Prob-
ably on account of their plantigrade feet. Miramsicks, N. B.

922. An old tramp-woman came to a house where there were two
little children and put them into the oven and baked them. When
the oven door was opened, they ran out as two little bears. Hence
bears are plantigrade. ' Central Maine.
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1081. The mark on the leg of a lobster is said to be its name.
Newfoundland.

ECHINODERMS.
1082. The schoolmaster and other leading citizens thought that
the young starfish came from a clypeaster (sea-urchin) shell.
Green Turtle Cay, Bakama Islands.

VARIOUS.

1083. All cattle drop down upon their knees at the hour of the
Saviour’s birth. It is common to watch the cattle.
Westford, Mass.
1084. Dumb creatures kneel on Christmas night at midnight,
twelve o'clock. Deer Isle, Me., Massackusetts, and Maryland.

1085. Cattle all kneel on “Old Christmas night;” they pray

for:—

A cold winter,

A warm spring,

A bloody summer,

And a new king.

: Chestertown, Md. (related by an old negyo).

1086. Roosters crow at all hours the night before Christmas.

Mansfield, Okio.
1087. The various kinds of land animals are represented in the
sea. Cape Cod.

1088. Every animal has enough brains to tan its own skin (wolf,
panther, wildcat, etc.). Texas (Mexicans and Indians).

1089. There is a certain mysterious lynx in the forests of Eastern
Maine which dogs and Indians will not track. Masne.

1090. A legend is told of a gigantic turtle to be found in the
swamps of Mexico.

1091. “Every part strengthens a part ;” that is, any organ of an
animal, when eaten, develops the same part in the person who eats it.
General in the United States.
1092. It is dangerous to eat beeswax. Maine.

1093. Beeswax will stop up your veins. You must not eat it.
Mansfield, Ohio.
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drical tumbler or silver mug of milk, is said to “show the cow’s foot
in the milk.” This is evidently a bit of the same kind of pseudo-
reasoning as is employed in cases where the doctrine of signatures
is used.

1123. Milk will draw lightning. People milking during a thun-
derstorm had better stop at once; if not, they will see the lightning
play inside the pail. Cape Breton.

1124. If you milk a cow onto the ground, it will make the cow
go dry. Chestertown, Md.

1125. After washing the keelers and other milk vessels in a run-
ning brook, bury the cloth with which they have been washed to
bring good luck to your milk. Baddeck, Cape Breton.

1126. When people die, they swallow their tongues.
Deering, Me.
1127. Ammonia is quite popularly supposed to be manufactured
from the urine of animals or from other loathsome excreta.
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1222. An offensive toadstool (PAallus sp.) is called “death-baby.”
I bave known of intelligent people rushing out in terror and beating
down a colony of these as soon as they appeared in the yard. They
are thought to foretell death. Salem, Mass.

1223. When the “bridal rose” blossoms, there will follow a death
in the family. Massachusetts.

1224. It is bad luck to burn sassafras wood.
Baltsmore, Md. (negro).
1225. One must never burn sassafras wood; for if it cracks and
sputters, it is a sign that some one present will die. Arkansas.



CHAPTER XI
WEATHER SIGNS.

1226. The outer bud-scales of trees are unusually thick before a
severe winter. Biddeford, Me.

1227 The flower of the chickweed closes before wet weather.
Labrador and New Harbor, N. F.
1228. When the corn husks are thick, the winter will be a severe
one.
General in the United States and among Indian tribes of New
England.

1229. Plant corn when the bobolinks first appear, when maple or
beech leaves are as large as a mouse’s ear, or when the birch buds
start. Casenovia, N. Y.

1230. Corn is planted when the Baltimore orioles appear ; accord-
ing to others, when the first green is noticed on the oak-trees.

Milton, Mass.
1231. Sow corn when the oak leaves are the size of a squirrel’s
ear. American Indians.

1232. If the leaves of the cottonwood-tree are not in motion, it is
a sign of an approaching tempest. Alabama.

1233. “ Dogberries” (mountain ash) are especially plentiful be-
fore a severe winter.
Labrador, New Harbor, N. F., and St. Jokn, N. B.
1234. There is a rain at the time of the dogwood (Cornus florida)
blooming, hence called ‘““dogwood rain,” and another when black-
berries are getting ripe, hence called “ blackberry rain.”
Chestertown, Md.
1235. Kelp covered with ice rising to the top of the water is
thought to be a sure sign of mild weather coming, even if the ther-
mometer is ten degrees below zero. Labrador.

1236. When clover leaves fold up, it is a sign of rain in the next
five hours. Alabama.
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1237. When the leaves of trees show the under sides, it is a sign
of rain. General in the United States.

1238. When poplar leaves show the white under surface, it is a
sign of rain. Maine.

1239. The scarlet pimpernel closes before rain, hence called “ poor
man’s weather glass.” General in the United States.

1240. When the sow-thistle droops its blossoms, it is a sign of
rain. Alabama.

1241. Trees and woods smelling means wet weather.
Scilly Cove, N. F.
1242. When the woods look dark in winter, it foretells rain and
mild weather. Labrador and New Harbor, N. F.



CHAPTER XIIL
FOLK-MEDICINE.

1243. Alder buds are boiled and the infusion drunk for the itch.

Newfoundland.
1244. Water in which alder buds have been steeped is drunk as a
cure for rheumatism. Newfoundland.

1245. Alder bark and suet make a good salve for burns, etc.
Miramicki, N. B.
1246. Andromeda polifolia is used as a remedy for asthma.
Trinsty Bay, N. F.
1247. The inside bark of the birch is used as a remedy for frost-
bites. The part away from the tree is healing, and the part next
the tree has ‘“drawing ” power. Newfoundland.

1248. For frostbites apply the inner bark of the birch and cod
oil. Bay of Islands, N. F.

1249. Brunella vulgaris is called heart’s-ease because it is thought
to cure diseases of the heart. Cambridge, Mass.

1250. Buckeyes and horse-chestnuts are thought to be poisonous.
New England and Okio.

1251. In cases of fever, burdock leaves are bound upon the wrists

and ankles with the points down, so that the fever may run out at
the points. Freeport, Me.

1252. Young shoots of butternut are boiled to make a cathartic
drink. Okio, Illinois, and Missours.

1253. Butternut bark, scraped up, acts as an emetic; if scraped
down, as a cathartic. Fervisburgh, Vi.

1254. Cabbage leaves are used as a dressing for blisters.
' General in the United States.
1255. A decoction of cherry bark in water is used as a tonic.
Newfoundland.
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1328. A common vervain (Verbena stricta) is popularly known as
“fever-weed ” from its supposed efficacy as a remedy for fever and
ague. Central Illinois.

1329. The bark of the withe-rod (Vibumum cassinoides) is much
used for “drawing-plasters.” Newfoundland.

1330. “ Worm-dust,” made by larve in hard wood, is used when
babies are chafed. Northern Okhio.
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1389. Eating tea-grounds will make you black.
Northern Ohio.
1390. Smelling tiger-lilies causes freckles. Masne.

1391. Looking into a tiger-lily causes freckles. Oneida, 1l.

1392. If you smell of the wild red lilies called ‘horsedilies,”
which grow in fields and pastures, you will have freckles.

Marlboro, N. H.,
1393. Timothy grass flowers three times, and it is best to cut it
during the third blooming. Newfoundland.

1394. Toad-stools are made by toads.
A somewhat general saying among children in the Unsted States.

1395. Walnut leaves ( Juglans nigra) will keep away house-flies.
Mansfield, Ohio.

1396. Wood from the side of a tree next the water is brittle ; that
from the landward side, elastic. Bay of Islands, N. F.

1397. Burn wood, and the flames will form themselves into the
shapes of the leaves of the tree from which the wood came.
Massachusetts.
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And all the little devileens
Said w'ack, w'ack, w'ack. (County Cork, Ireland.

668. All of the grasshopper incantations are repeated while the insect is held
in the hand.

A small kind of grasshopper is given a straw by children and told to “ Smoke
the pipe of the king’s daughter.” He will take it in his mouth and hold it with
his feet. (Syria.)

Take a grasshopper by the hind-legs and say to it: “ My aunt, my aunt, go on
with your weaving,” because the grasshopper moves its legs as a woman does in
weaving on a hand-loom. (Island of Kiu Shiu, Japan.)

671. For other rhymes addressed to the lady-bug, see De Gubernatis, op. cit,
ii. 210, 211.

> Lady-bug, lady-bug, fly away home,
Your house is on fire, your children will burn,
They 're all burned but one,
And that’s under the dripping-pan. (Sussex, England.)

Cusha-coo-lady, fly away home,

Thy house is afire and all thy bairns gone, etc.
(East Riding of Yorkshire.) — Harland and Wilkinson, op. c#., p. 71.

Lady-bird charm : —

Lady-bird, lady-bird, eigh (hie) thy way home,

Thy house is on fire, thy children all roam;

Except little Nan, who sits in her pan,

Weaving gold laces as fast as she can.

(Lancashire and Yorkshire.) — Harland and Wilkinson, op. ci¥., p. 70
The insect is also known as lady-cow, cow-lady, and cusha-cowady.
Lady-bug, lady-bug, fly away home,
Your house is on fire and your children alone,
All burned but one,
And that's Brown Betty that sits in the sun.
Or,
Fly to the east. fiy to the west,
Fly to the one that you love best. (Essex, England.)

Lady. lady Landers,
Fly away to Flanders.
(Western Scotland.) — Napier, o aZ., p. 116

Maikatt, ey weg, stitf weg.

Rring my morgen goet Wedder med.

May-cat. iy away. hasten away,

Bring me g\\\i weather with you to-morrow.

(From the marsh of the Elbe.)

Marspaert ( Markpaert). fieg ia Himmel !

Friag’ my v Sack woll Kringeln,

My eee. Jdy eea. alle kutten Engeln een.

Aarspaert, Sy o beaven !

Bring me a sk ful of biscri

Qo for me, o for thee, for A7 the Etde angels one.
Ao Phee ) Boek e adowe are queand by Thorpe from Milleohoff, Nerthers
Angrbragy . i SN FO
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767. To cure “wildfire,” write the patient's name around the inflamed place
with ink, or, much better, with the blood of a black cat. (County Cork, Ireland.)

771. Remedy for the plague: “ There is no medicine more excellent than this,
when the sore doth appeare, than to take a Cock-chick and pull it, and let the
Rump be bare, and hold the Rump of the said Chick to the sore, and it will gape
and labour for life and in the end die; then take another, and the third, and
so long as any one do dye; for when the poyson is quite drawn out the Chick
will live, the sore presently will assuage, and the party recover. Mr. Winlour
proved this upon one of his own children, the thirteenth chick dyed, the four-
teenth lived and the party cured.” — Zhe Pear! of Practice, London, 1683.

774. Snake-bites, according to Pliny, may be cured by the application of warm
flesh of a fowl. — Hist. Nat., lib. xxix. cap. xxv. )

Hottentots in Cape Colony, to cure the bite of a snake, pluck feathers from the
breast of a fowl, make an incision in its skin, and apply it to the snake-bite. As
the fow! dies the poison is removed. — W. G. Black, Folk-Medicine, London, 1883,
PP. 45, 46. See Grimm, op. cit., iii. 1172.

784. “I am reminded of a sure cure for ¢yeller Janders’ which I have heard in
Marshall County (Indiana), and from one or two persons in Chicago. It con-
sists in the administration of a live head-louse (Pediculus capitis) without the
knowledge of the patient. One louse is supposed to be an infallible cure for this
malady.” — Dr. J. T. Kendall, Walnut, Ind.

It helps dizziness if a head-louse is given to the patient in bread to eat, without
his knowledge of the louse’s presence. — Buck, op. cit., p. 55.

The father of a well-known Boston editor bit into a live black snake to keep his
teeth good, and they kept good until he was seventy-five years old, or until he
died an old man. He was noted for his fine teeth.

If you bite a live frog you will never have the toothache. (Skibbereen, County
Cork, Ireland.)

796. A North country English woman recommended putting some cow's
manure in a stocking to cure sore throat.

The excrement of a cat, dried and powdered, cures fever and ague. (North
Hesse, Nassau, and South Westphalia, Germany.)

* In an apothecary shop in the city of Marburg, I was shown a drawer contain-
ing excrements of dogs, which of course were then kept as relics of times long
passed by, said to have been in the shop over one hundred years; they were once
a popular remedy and even prescribed by physicians in the first part of the
cighteenth century, as a prescription still on file showed. The old apothecary
shop was established over two hundred years ago.” — A correspondent, Marburg,
Germany.

So1. On the curative effect of sheep-dung for the “ pyppe.” see Bishop John
Bale's /nterinde conorrning the Laws of Nature, Moses, and Christ, 1562, quoted
in Brand, op. o2z, pp. 310, 311,

v A woman in England, within a few years, was given her own urine to
drink after severe illness to prevent *fits.™

QOne’s own urine was administered for gravel in Staffordshire, England. Told
by a reliable woman of twentytwo who had recently come from Staffordshire.
This happened in her own day.

Sew. alsn Buck, oA Sl p 46

For a full acocunt of the use of human and other excreta in religious and other
ceremcenies, see Iohn G. Bourke's Sutalogss Kites of all Nations. Washi
1N A numder of surenstitions reyanding the use of sach materials may be
foumd in an article by LDr. GOWL Mooeehouse entitled = Bits of Medical Folk-
Lore.” in the Boston Madad et Swoyas! /osrmel February 17, 1898
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CHAPTER IX.

1128. Our mountain ash seems to be the fully accredited representative in this
country of the virtues of the European species. See Napier, og. cit., pp. 79-81.
1136. See Napier, op. cit., pp. 125, 126.
Peasants of lower Saxony, when a@t to cut elder, pray three times with folded
hands: —
Frau Ellhorn, gib mir was von deinem Holz ;
Dann will ich dir von meinem auch was geben
Wann es wichst im Walde.

— Grimm, op. cit., ii. 652.

A similar usage prevails in Denmark. — Thorpe, Scandinavian Mythology,
p. 168.

1146. I have myself known of more than one intelligent person trying, half in
jest, half in earnest, this popular charm for the cure of rheumatism. Sometimes
the same potato is carried for years in the pocket of a rheumatic person.
Naturally, as the potato dries, it grows hard. Many believe this is owing to the
absorption of the disease. As the potato becomes stiff and hard, it is supposed
the muscles or joints of the sufferer will grow pliable and limber.

A stolen potato (taken when no one is looking), carried in the breeches pocket,
will cure rheumatism and gout. (North Hesse, Nassau, and Westphalia, Ger-
many.)

A raw potato carried in the pocket was regarded as a protection against
rheumatism. — Napier, op. cit., p. 4-

“ They pick the canker-roses off the briers and carry them in the pocket as a
certain preventive of rheumatism.” — Richard Jefferies, Round Abomt a Great
Estate, London, 1881.

1155. On transference of diseases to trees, see Thorpe’s Northern Mythology,
London, 1852, iii. 164-166, 334. See, also, Wuttke, 0p. cit., p. 310.

1166. Some such processes for the cure of ruptures are widely practised and of
considerable antiquity. See Gilbert White’s Nasural History of Selborne, letter
28: also Thorpe, op. cit., p. 173, and Black, op. at., pp. 67, 68.

1168. Probably because the elder keeps away witches. See T&e Folk-Lore of
Plants, T. F. Thiselton Dyer, New York, 1889, pp. 62, 63-

1172. To cure the toothache : “ Take a new nail, and make the gum bleed with
it, and then drive it into an cak. This did cure William Neal’s Son, a very stout
gentleman, when he was almost mad with the pain. and had a mind to have pis-
tolled himself.” — Aubrey’s Miscellamies, 4th ed., London, 1857, p. 138

1173. The principle of burying something which shall take the disease away
with it and the importance of complying with some prescribed number in working
curative charms, are features of constant occurrence everywhere. Witness the
following : —

For toothache take as many beans as you are years old, split each on a pin, and
roast one half of each one. Then take them to a roadside idol and ask it to cure
the toothache until ths beans grow. Then plant the beans near the idol. (Island
of Kiu Shiu. Japan.)

See. alsa, Brand, ¢p. a7, * Chapter on Physical Charms.® Also Reginald Scot,
ep. 32, passtm.  Also Wuttke, op. a?. p. 311.

11 In all probability the complete rule for practising this remedial charm
would require the person to go around the tree in either a right-handed or a left-
handed direction.

1S See npote to 1138
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Tarum.

Origanum.

Herba benedicta,
Allium,

Nigella.
Nabelkwygt.
Excrementa diaboli.
Succisa.

It will be seen that the initial letters spell the name IOHANNES and the plants
were to be collected on St. John’s Day.— Anton Ritter von Perger, op. c.,
PP- 45-49-

See, also, Dr. A. Wuttke, op. cit., p. 87.

1289. Splinters from an oak split by lightning cure toothache. — Ennemoser’s
History of Magic, Bohn's ed,, ii. 208.

To cure toothache, prick the gum until blood is drawn with a splinter taken
from a tree which has been struck by lightning, then replace the splinter in the
tree. (Livonia, near Riga, Russia.)

1292, “ Streptopus roseus 1 learned to call Scoot-berry long before I understood
why it was so called. The sweetish berries were quite eagerly eaten by boys,
always acting as physic; and as the diarrhcea was locally called ¢ the scoots,’ the
plant at once received the name. Whether it still survives I doubt; but if a
family of boys had gone out and established homes on farms in different parts of
the country, such a name would be likely to have received extensive currency.”
(Gilsum, N. H.) —Rev. Silvanus Hayward, Journal of American Folk-Lore,
vol. iv. No. 13.

1295. This is one of the very few aphrodisiacs of the use of which I have been
able to learn. Among the ignorant, and particularly the Southern negroes, a good
many potions are made and administered for the purpose of securing the love of
the opposite sex, but it is usually difficult to obtain the formula for such prepara-
tions.

These are often of animal origin and sometimes of too disgusting a character to
be quotable. One, apparently of German origin, from the south part of the East-
ern Shore of Maryland, was not unlike the following Italian recipe : —~

“ Si raffredino due amici o due innamorati, basta far mangiare all’ uno lo sterco
dell’ altro seccato e poi ridotto a polvere finissima.” (La Basilicata, Italy.) — Dr.
M. Pasquarelli in Rsvista delle Tradisions Popolari Italiani, i. 639.

The fact that Spsranthes is an orchidaceous plant would seem to point to a
British origin for the superstition here quoted, for orchids have for centuries
figured prominently as aphrodisiacs and as of phallic significance in British folk-
lore. See Gerarde’s or Parkinson’s or Turner's Herbal, also Britten and Holland,
op. cit., index, under * Orchis,” p. 596, and also p. 23.

Josselyn says: “I once took notice of a wanton woman’s compounding the solid
roots of this plant (Satyrion, probably = Hadenaria) with wine for an amorous
cup; which wrought the desired effect.” — John Josselyn, Rarities, London, 1672,
p- 42

Probably much of this lore may have originated independently in various places
and at diferent times, in accordance with the familiar doctrine of signatures.
Certainly the gross popular imagination was attracted by this group of plants at
an early period, as is evidenced by the name ¥px:s, applied to the plant by the
Greeks, and the remarks of Dioscorides upon it. — Op. ait., bk. iii. chaps. cxxiv.
CXXV.

Liverwort (Hepatica triloda or H. acutiloda) is used in the Carolina Mountains
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In a good many instances it would seem to be pretty clear that the remedy is
chosen on the basis of the Doctrine of Signatures, as is apparently the case with
the Cimicifuga, which has a long raceme of pods not unlike in appearance the
rattles of a rattlesnake. Goodyera pubescens is quite generally known as rattle-
snake plantain, probably from its mottled leaves. It is a striking-looking plant,
therefore (the popular mind argues) it must have some remarkable properties. It
was once recommended by country people for the cure of bites of mad dogs.—
Pursh, Flora of North America, London, 1814, p. 590.

Other plants, as the yeréa de la Vibora, or rattlesnake weed (Dancus pusillus)
of the Pacific Coast, can hardly owe their repute to a resemblance of their parts
to any snake. It is commonly believed that the antidotes to the bites of poison-
ous snakes are providentially made to grow in the regions where such snakes
abound.

It is worth while to quote the language used in the last century in regard to the
curative value of one of the snakeroots, to which is given the scientific name of
Aristolockia polyrhishos auriculatss foliis Virginiana.

“It is known to cure the Biting of the Rattle-Snake upon the Spot, which, with-
out this Remedy is for the most part, present Death. The Power, Malignity, and
Volatility of the Poison, is not so swift and great, but the Subtility, piercing
Qualities and AlexspAarmack Virtues of this Medicine yet exceeds it, disappoint.
ing all the ill Effects of the viperine Poison, if given in due Time. And without
doubt, if it will cure the Biting of the Rattle-Snake, the most malignant and dan-
gerous of all Serpents, it will cure the Bitings of all other Serpents, as well as
other poisonous and venomous Beasts whatsoever, and also the Biting of mad
Dogs and Wounds made with poison’d Arrows; for which Things it is esteem’d
as one of the most valuable Drugs yet discover'd.” — Pomet, op. cif., i. 28.

See, “ On the use of certain plants as Alexipharmics or Snake-bite Antidotes,”
Daniel Morris, Anvwals of Botany, November, 1887.

1318 This belief in the aphrodisiac qualities of southernwood is very old.
Wylliam Turner in his fine old English Herdal/ writes in 1551: “Some hold that
thys herbe (Sothernwode) layd but under a mannys bolster, prouoketh men to
the multyplyenge their kynde, and that it is good agaynst chermynge and wychyng
of men, which by chermynge are not able to exercise the worke of generacion.”

The possibility of the production of sterility in men by means of charms was
generally recognized in ancient times. Matthiolus in his commentary on Dios-
cartides, bk, iii. chap. xci. explains that Artemisia is capable of driving away all
enchantments.

Many of the common English names for the southernwood seem to have been
derived from its supposed aphrodisiac virtues, as for instance: Boy’s Love, Kiss-
mequick-and-ga. Lad Savour, Maiden’s Ruin, Maid's Love, Old Man, Old Man’s
Love. — Britten and Halland, op. 7., index, p. 568

See Pliny, op. 2. lib xxi. cap. xdii.

132X Tt is more than doubtful whether this vervain is of any use. It is com-
mon in many aguish regions, is bitter and in every way unattractive, and these
facts might suice to acvvunt for its having been selected as a remedy.

13N Changes from plant to animal or the reverse were once matters of com-
won beliet, as in the case of the famocs harnacie-tree.

1t has often heen stated that = grads change into briers.™ a notion derived from
the adservazion of the growth of a fungus (Cndvaghs) on certaia grabs.

Se¢ Amonie Caares’ o Niwy swd {2 1R serdes, xil. 36

It ix a familiar Japanese saying that the rts of the wild yam (Diiascorss
JRAmA) Odange ints ek

The Japancee also believe in the change of animals into others of vastly differ-
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1371. The name caper-tree is doubtless given from the resemblance of the little
green fruits to caper-buds. I knew an old Ohio lady who kept one of these
poisonous plants and was yearly disappointed that she could not get from it
enough capers to pickle.

1375. This perhaps refers to the straight embryo found in the middle of the
seed. The popular fancy endows this with all the organs of a tree, reduced to
microscopic dimensions.

1380. This idea is borrowed from British folk-lore.

The puff-ball is variously called Blind-ball, Blind-buff, Blind Harry, Blind Man’s
Ball, etc., in England and Scotland.

See Britten and Holland, op. cit., p. so.

1387. The glittering granules on the leaves of the Rumexr Acetosella are prob-
ably thought to look like the eggs (nits) of lice. If this be the reason for the
superstition, it is an interesting instance of belief in the Doctrine of Signatures.

1390. Another instance of belief in the Doctrine of Signatures.

For a discussion of such fancies, see Thistleton-Dyer, op. ci¥., chap. xvi.
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Burdock in folk-medicine, ii. 110.
Burial custom, i. 131-133.
Burning of ear, i. 139.
Burns, cures for, ii. 75, 77.
Butterbump, animal-name, ii. 61.
Butterflies make moths, ii. 91.
Butterﬂx. omens from, ii. 40, 41.
rhymes to, ii.
Butternut in folk-medicine, ii. 110.
Butterprint, plant-name, ii. 120.
Buttons, love divinations from, i. 42, 43.
Buzzard, i. 42; ii. 12, 30, 31, 84.
language of, ii. §7.
rhymes to, ii. 57.
weather omens from, ii. 47.

CABBAGE in folk-medicine, ii. 110.

Calf, omens from, ii. 23, 24.
to be drawn away by tail, ii. 81.
vagious superstitions concerning, ii.

1.
Calico horse, animalname, ii. 61.
Calico spider, animal-name, ii. 62.
Callas unlucky, ii. 105.
Callers, omens from, 1. 89.
Camphor as amulet, ii. 99.
Candle, omens derived from, i. 123, 146.
Cards and luck, i. 79
Carrot blossoming, death omen, ii. 10§.
Cat, blood of, ii. &
dreaming of, i. 71.
heart of, ii. 68.
hair of, ii. 71.
omens from, ii. 24-26.
skin of, ii. 68, 76.
tail of, charm, ii. 20.
various superstitions concerning, ii.
81,h 82. ¢ .
weather omens from, ii. 44, 47 X
Catskins in folk-medicine, ii. 68. 4% 33
Cattle, kneeling at Christmas, ii. 92.
weather omens from, ii. 49.
Caul, i. 22; ii. 22,
Cedar knot as amulet, ii. 99
Chairs, omens from, i. 89, 129.
Challenges, i. 27, 28.
Charms, animal, ii. 11-21.
plant, ii. 101-103.
various, i. .
Chaugset, animal—gnsa—ng:l. ii. 62.
Cheat, turns to wheat, ii. 117.
Cherry bark in folk-medicine, ii. 110.
Cherry stones will grow in stomach, ii. 117.
Chess turns to wheat, ii. 117.
Chickens, omens from, ii. 31, 32.
vagxous superstitions concerning, ii.

4.

weather omens from, ii. 43
Chickweed, in folk-medicine, ii. 111.

weather omens from, ii. 108.
Chigger-flower, ii. 118.
Chigger-weed, ii. 117.
Chiﬁhood. i 26-3r1.
Christening, i. 21, 22.
Christmas, cattle kneeling at, ii. g2.
Church-mice, animal-name, ii. 63.
Churchyard, grass from, ii. 102.
Cicada, omens from, ii. 41.

weather omens from, ii. 45.

Index.

Claw as amulet, ii. 11, 12
Clematis brings moths, ii. 118.
Clover, five-leaved, ii. 10
in folk-medicine, 1. 111.
four-leaved, love divinations from, i.

4
foul%leaved, where mare foaled, ii
1
lea\‘rz, weather omens from, ii. 108.
Cobwebs, in folk-medicine, ii. 76, 77.
weather omens from, i. 109, 111; ii.

Cock, cros:’s Efore Christmas, ii. g2.
omens from, ii. 31, 32.
weather omens from, ii. 44, 45-
Cockroaches, ii. go.
Codfish, weather omens from, ii. 43, 53-
Coffee, omens from, i. 87.
Coffin, dreaming of, i. 77.
in candle, i. 125.
omens from, i. 126.
Cold weather, omens of, i. 106.
Colors, dreaming of, i. 71, 72.
dress, i. 2?, 60.
Combing hair after dark, i. 135.
Combings of hair, ii. 65.
Conjuring, ii. 14, 18.
Contraries, dreams go by, i. 78.
Cork, swallowing, ii. 118.
Corn husks, weather omens from, ii. 108.
Corn-planting, rhymes, ii. 57.
rules for, it. 108.
“ Corn-sweat,” ii. 111.
Corns, weather omens from, ii. §3.
Corpse, i. 131, 133.
Cottonw leaves, weather omen from, ii.

108.
Counting, love divinations from, i. 43, 44-
Courting signs, i. 62-66.
Cow, going dry, ii. 37, 38.
losing cud, ii. 93.
omens from, i 126; ii. 24.
Cow-killer, animal-name, ii. 93.
Cow, weather omens from, ii. 49.
Crab’s claw, water from, in folk-medicine,
ii. 77.
Cradle, i. 24, 2 ‘5.
Cramp, cures for, i 96.
Crane, omens from, ii. 36.
Crayfish, gastroliths of, ii. 77.
weather omens from, ii. 43.
Cricket, omens from, ii. 41.
Cross, sign of, i. 26, 27.
Cross-eyed persons, ii. 22.
Crow, omens from, ii. 32
rhymes concerning, 1. §7.
talking of, ii. 84.
weather omens from, ii. 49, 50.
Crowing hens, i. 138.
Crown of thorns, ii. 118,
Cuckoo, omens from, ii. 33.
weather omens from, ii. 45.
Cucumber, renewed growth of, ii. 118.
Cures, animal, ii. 68-79.
plant, ii. 110-116.
. Vvarious, ;?4-100.
Cypnpe_@mm, led valerian, and nerve-
root, ii. 115,
Customs, mortuary, i. 131-133.
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Nixie, animal-name, ii. 61.

Nose, physical characteristic, i. 36.
Nose-bleed, cures for, i. 94, 95, 99,
Nutmeg as amaulet, ii. 100.
Nutmegs, hollow, ii. 119.

OIL of angleworms in folk-medicine, ii. 72,

73
of gmsknt in folk-medicine, ii. 73.
of skunk in folk-medicine, ii. 73.
of snake in folk-medicine, ii. 73.
Omens, animal, ii. 22-42. :
of babyhood, i. 21-25.
of death, i. lzi—l30.
from dreams, 78.
from physical teristics, i. 32~
from plants, i 105107
rom plan 108-107.
weath?:r, i. 106-11
Onion in folk-medicine, ii. 114.
Owl, hooting, charms against, ii. 20, 21.
omens from, ii.
weather omens trom, ii. 46,
Ox, weather omens from, i 49.

ii. 9a.
Oymw;%; 92

PALATE, to keep from falling, ii. 78.
Parasites in stomach, ii. 73, 74.
Parsnip in folk-medicine, il 114.
omens from, ii. 33, 34
spruce, weather omens from, ii. 44
weather omens from, ii. §1, 52, 54.
white, weather omens from, ii. §1.
s, weather omens from, ii. 45.
Peacock-feathers, omens from, ii. 34.
Peanuts in folk-medicine, il. 114
in folk-medicin

icine, il 114.
Porsimmons, il. 1200
Phaedebird, omens from, ii. 36
taken, fatal to the old, i. 144

Physical characteristics, i. 32-37.
Physiognomy. i 32-3
Pleprint, il. 1200
Pigeon, weather omens from, ik §1.
Pigeons, feathers of, i 131

in folk iine, u. 60
Pigs. fattened by cutting off tal, i 83

cmens from, i 20

Rins, cowenss trom, & S1, S

Phaxtain i folk-oaedicion, & 104

Phantomeas il te3-t0r.

Planes, folk-asedictoe of, i 110-21Q

hove divinazioos trom L 4Q 5O

MOmOUS, th IR 113 R

R e s

3 'S

Purpentes, weather cmens &vm} - 3

Pouthumous chibd, it 23

Poeace &3 ameled i O

Progovsticasivas.  (See Divibatioos amd

Nemina's
Tevjects b =34

Index.

Puff-balls, ii. 120.

Pumpkin-seed in folk-medicine, ii. 114.

Punishment, children’s superstitions con-
cemin%,oi. 29, 30

Puppies born of women, ii. 8o.

QUuAILS, weather omens from, ii. 46.

RABBIT, omens from, ii. 29.
Rabbit’s ear, amulet, ii. 13.
foot, amulet, ii. 12.
skin in folk-medicine, ii. 69, 70.
stomach in folk-medicine, 1i. 79.
Rabbits, garious superstitions concerning. ii.

3

weather omens from, ii. §2, 54.
Rain, animal omens of, ii. 43-55.

omens of, i. 1T11-114.

plant omens of, ii. 108, 109.
Rainbow, money at end of, i. 88.

weather omens from, 109
Rain, producing, ii. §3.

in-crow, animal-name, ii. 61.

Ramper-eel, animal-name, ii. 62.

8§
wu%heromensfrom. ii 44, 46
Rattlesnake, ash-wood repels, ii. 117.
in folk-medicine, ii. 70.
rattle, amaulet, ii. 13.
skin, amaulet, ii. 1

Redbird,ymensfrom.ii“
Rheumatism, cures for, i. 95, 124 ; ii 69, 72,
73 76, 77, 99-1o1.

! Scabd cured by Dicking, & 77-

Schwors, cmens rom, & 9o
Scraches oo hamis, i
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Wiuxmo abroad, love divinations from,

2.

- Wzndering' Jew,” omens from, ii. 106.
Waning of the moon, i. 120-1232.
‘Warts, causes of‘ i. 101.

cures for, L. 102-10§, 123.
Washing hands together, 1. 135.
Water, ing of, i. 7

in folk-medicine, .

love divinations witgz i 53

omens from spilled, i. 92.
‘Watermelon, pointing at, ii. 119.
Wazxing of the moon, i. 120-122.
Weasel, bite of, poisonous, ii. 83.
‘Weather, animal omens of, ii. 43-55.

plant omens of, ii. 107, 1

various omens of, i. 106-116.
‘Weather-rhymes, i. 112-114.
w:;;er. al-name, ii. 63.

ing customs, i. 59-66.
Weddﬁ s& — of, i. 6

, dream! 757

‘Week, days of th:{ 144-146.
Wells, divinations from, i. §7, 58
Wetting bed, cure for, ii. 7
‘Whale a fish, ii. 83.
“ Whale's egg,” weather omens from, ii. 5.
Wheat-straw charm, ii. 103.
:\vf:.e: tn.mx:itﬁ’chws, il n7.ii

poor- omens from, ii.

weather omens from, ii. 4&" ¥

Index.

Whirlwind, ii. 16.

_Whistling for rain, i. 114.

for wind, i. 116,

girls, rhymes concerning, i. 1
White men descendants of Cain, ii.
Willow-grouse, weather omens from, ii. §1.
Wind, omens of, i. 114-116.
Wishing, i. 67-69.
‘Wishbone, i. 46.
Witches, charms against, ii. 1 S 16, 102, 103,

fork protects against, i1. 16.

hlle(r with silver bullet, ii. 15

mountain-ash against, ii. gg.

;nueve protects against, ii. l%.

ver protects against, ii. 1

water ffﬁ" for, ii. 16.
Withe-rod in folk-medicine, ii. 116,
Woman, ii. 23.
‘Woodpeckers, omens from, ii. 35.

weather omens from, ii. 47, 53
Wood-pussy, animal-name, ii. 61.
Wool of sheep in folk-medicine, ii. 72.
W orm-casts, weather omens from, il. §5.
Worm-dust in folk-medicine, ii. 116,
‘Worms, omens from, ii. 42.

weather omens from, ii. 47.
‘Wren, omens from, ii. 35

YARROW, love divinations from, ii. 104.
rhymes to, i 50
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THE AMERICAN FOLK-LORE SoCIETY was organized January 4,
1888, for the collection and publication of the folk-lore and mythol-
ogy of the American continent.

The Society holds annual meetings, at which reports are received
and papers read.

The membership fee is three dollars, payable on the 1st of January
in each year.

Members are entitled to receive the Journal of American Folk-
Lore, a periodical appearing quarterly, and of which eight volumes
have already been issued, each volume containing about three hun-
dred and fifty octavo pages. The Journal is published for the
Society by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston and New York.

The work of the Society includes publication and research in re-
gard to the religious ceremonies, ethical conditions, mythology, and
oral literature of Indian tribes ; collection of the traditions of stocks
existing in a relatively primitive state, and the collation of these with
correct accounts of survivals among civilized tribes; gathering of
the almost wholly unrecorded usages and beliefs of Central and
South American races; the comparison of aboriginal American ma-
terial with European and Asiatic conceptions, myths, and customs ;
a study of survivals among American negroes, including their tradi-
tional inheritance from Africa, and its modification in this Conti-
nent ; preservation of the abundant folk-lore of the French and
Spanish regions of North America; record of the oral traditions of
the English-speaking population, and description of communities
now or lately existing under isolated conditions.

The publication of the Memoirs cannot be met from the regular
fees of the Society, but is rendered possible by annual contributions
to the Publication Fund, of ten dollars, for such time as individual
subscribers may be pleased to continue such subscription.

Subscribers are enrolled as members of the Society, and receive
all its publications, issued after the date of subscription, including
the Journal and Memoirs.

A list of Annual Subscribers is printed in the Journal, and in each
volume of the Memoirs, so long as subscription continues.

Persons willing to assist in this work of publication, by the annual
payment, during such time as they may please, of ten dollars (which
sum, it will be understood, includes the annual membership fee of the
Society), are requested to remit their subscriptions to the Treasurer,
John H. Hinton, M. D., No. 41 West 32d St.,, New York, N. Y.
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