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[LIVES OF THE SAINTS.

May 1.

JEREMIAR, Prophet, slain in Egypt.

S. PHILIP, Ap. M. at Hierapolis, in Phrygia, 15t cent.

S. JAMEs THE LESss, Ap., B.M. of Ferusalem, 15t cent.

S ANDEOLUS, M. in the Vivarais, in France, A.D. 207,

SS. AcH1us AND ACHEOLUS, MM, at Amiens.

S. ISIDORA, V. at Tabenna, in Egypt.

S. AMATOR, B. of Auxerre, A.D. 418.

S. ORIENS, B. of Auck, in France, A.D. 439.

S. AFRICANUS, B. of Comminges, 6th cent.

S. MARCULF, Ab. at Coutances, in Normandy, circ. A.D. §58.

S. SiGisMUND, K. H. at S. Maurice, in the Valais, A.D. 524.

S. AsaPH, B. in Wales, end of 6th cent.

S. BRIOCH, B. in Brittany, about 6tk cent.

S. THEODULYS, A&, of S. Thierzy, at Rheims, end of 6tk cent.

S. KELLACH, B. in Ireland, 7th cent.

S. AReG1US, B. of Gap, circ. A.D. 610,

S. BERTHA, Abss. V.M. at Avenay, in the diocese of Chalons-sur-Marne,
7th cent.

S. ULTAN, Ab. of Fosses, near Peronne, circ. A.D. 680,

S. EVERMAR, M. at¢ Tongres, in Belgium, circ. A.D. 700.

S. THEODARD, Archb. of Narbonne, circ. A.D. 893.

S. VivaLp, H. at Montajone, in Tuscany, circ. A.D. 1310,

S. PHILIP, AP. M.

(1sT CENT.)

[Roman Martyrology. That attributed to S. Jerome, Bede, Hrabanus,
Usuardus, Ado, Notker. Ancient and Reformed Anglican Kalendars.
By the Greeks on Nov. 14th, also by Copts. The Acts are apocryphal,
but may, and probably do contain some foundation of truth. The testi-
mony of Papias and Polycrates, quoted by Eusebius, may, however, be
relied on ; Papias had spoken with the daughters of S. Philip.]

AINT PHILIP was born at Bethsaida, a town
near the Sea of Tiberias, the city of SS. Andrew
and Peter. Of his parents and way of life

% the Gospel history takes no notice, though

probably he was a fisherman—the ordinary trade of that

VOL. V. I




2 Lzves of the Saints. (May 1.

place. He had the honour of being first called to the
discipleship, which thus came to pass :—Our Lord soon
after His return from the wilderness, having met with
S. Andrew and his brother S. Peter, after some short dis-
course parted from them ; and the very next day, as He
was passing through Galilee, He found S. Philip, whom He
presently commanded to follow Him; so that He had the
prerogative of being the first of our Lord’s disciples. For
though SS. Andrew and Peter were the first that came to
and conversed with Christ, yet they immediately returned
to their trade again, and were not called to the discipleship
till above a whole year after, when S. John the Baptist was
cast into prison.

S. Clement of Alexandria reports, as a well-’known fact,
that S. Philip was the one who asked Christ to be allowed
to first go and bury his father, before he followed Him, and
received from Christ the answer, “Let the dead bury their
dead.” (Matt. viii. 22.)

It is related that, in the distribution of the several regions
of the world made by the Apostles, Upper Asia was
allotted to S. Philip as his province, where he applied him-
self with indefatigable diligence and industry to recover
men out of the snare of the devil, to the embracing and
acknowledgment of the truth. By the constancy of his
preaching and the efficacy of his miracles, he gained
numerous converts, whom he baptized into the Christian
faith, at once curing both souls and bodies, dispossessing
demons, settling churches and appointing pastors to them.
Having for many years successfully exercised his apostolical
office in all those parts, he came at length to Hierapolis, in
Phrygia, a rich and prosperous city, but a stronghold of
idolatry. Amongst the many false gods to which adoration
was there paid was a huge serpent. S, Philip was troubled
to see the people so wretchedly enslaved to error, and,
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therefore, continually besought God, till by prayer and
calling upon the name of Jesus Christ, he had procured
the death of the monster. Upon this S. Philip took
occasion to convince the people of the vainness of their
superstitions with such success that many renounced their
errors. Enraged at this, the magistrates of the city seized
the apostle, and having cast him into prison caused him to
be severely scourged. After this preparatory cruelty he
was led to execution, and having been bound, he was hung
up by the neck against a pillar ; though others relate that
he was crucified. It is further recorded that at his exe-
cution the earth began suddenly to quake, and the ground
whereon the people stood to sink under them; but when
they perceived this and bewailed it as an evident act of
Divine vengeance pursuing them for their sins, it as
suddenly stopped and went no further. The apostle being
dead, his body was taken down by S. Bartholomew—his
fellow-sufferer, afterwards executed —and Mariamne, S.
Philip’s sister (who is said to have been the constant
companion of his travels), and decently buried; after
which, having confirmed the people in the faith of Christ,
they departed from them. S. Philip was married, and had
several daughters. Some of them, says Clement of Alex-
andria, were married.! Two lived single, and died at a
great age, and were buried at Hierapolis, as we learn from
Polycrates, quoted by Eusebius;? another was buried at
Ephesus.? Sozomen says that the daughters of Philip raised
a dead man to life;* but Papias, whom Eusebius quotes,
speaks also of this resurrection, which he says he heard
from their lips, but does not say that they raised the man
to life,5

The fact of S. Philip having had daughters has led some

} Stromata I, 3 Hist, Eccl. iil. c. 31. 3ibid. ¢ Hist. Ecclvil, 2.
8 Hist, Eccl. ili, 39.




4 Lives of the Saints. May x.

writers to confound him with Philip the Deacon, who lived
at Ceesarea, and of whose four virgin daughters mention is
made in the Acts of the Holy Apostles. He was one of
the apostles who left no sacred writings behind him, the
greater part of the apostles, as Eusebius observes, having
little leisure to write books, through being employed in
ministries more immediately useful and subservient to the
happiness of mankind. But S. Epiphanius relates that the
Gnostics were wont to produce a Gospel forged under S.
Philip’s name, which they abused to the furthering of their
strange heresies.

S. Philip appears “young and beardless” in the Greek
paintings; in Western art he is generally in the prime of
life, but with little beard. He usually carries in his hand a
long staff, surmounted by a cross; sometimes it is in the
Zau form, and more rarely a double cross; he often bears
a basket with loaves and fishes, in allusion to S. John
vi. 5-7.

The arm of S. Philip was translated in 1204 from Con-
stantinople to Florence, where it is still shewn.  The
crown of his head is at Troyes, obtained at the same time,
other relics are at Toulouse. The body of the saint is
preserved in the church of the Apostles Philip and James,
at Rome, which was dedicated by Pope John III. In
Cyprus, however, the head is preserved together with
several bones ; one of the bones was removed in 1616, and
taken to Naples. But another head was given by John
111, duke of Berry, son of King John II. of France, to the
cathedral church of Notre Dame at Paris. Another head
is shewn in Portugal, at Montemayor, in the church of S.
Francis. This was given to Don Fernando Mascarenhas,
envoy of king Sebastian to the council of Trent, by the Pope.

The Emperor Charles IV. obtained many relics of S.
Philip, which he gave to the churches of Prague, amongst
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others an arm of the apostle. This arm and another head
of S. Philip were brought from Romein 1355. But the head,
and one whole arm, and a portion of another, are shewn in
the monastery church of Andechs or Heiligen-Berg, near
the Ammer-See, in Bavaria. In 1148, Pope Eugenius III.
consecrated the church of S. Matthias, at Treves, and relics
of S. Philip were then given toit. Gelenius says that relics
of the same apostle are preserved in ten or more of the
churches in Cologne.

The Spanish historians and martyrologists affirm, without
a shadow of evidence, that the Greeks whom S. Philip
brought to S. Andrew, and S. Andrew to our Lord (John
xii. 20), consisted of a party of Spaniards.

S. JAMES THE LESS, A.P, M.
(1sT CENT.)

[Roman Martyrology, Anglican Reformed Kalendar., By Copts on
Feb. 4th, by Maronites on Oct. gth. In the Egyptian Kalendars, pub-
lished by Selden, on the roth and rzth Feb. By the Russian Church on
Oct. gth, and on the same day by the Greeks. By the ancient Roman and
almost all the old Latin Martyrologies on June 22nd. He is sometimes
called ‘‘Jamies the Lord’s Brother,” and sometimes ‘‘James the son of
Alphaeus.” Some think that these were two distinct persons, and that
the festivals are for each. S. James the Great was the son of Zebedee,
and was a third person. Authorities :—Besides mention in the Gospels,
Hegesippus quoted by Eusebius. ]

THE parentage of S. James is so confused that it is
impossible to decide with anything approaching to certainty
who was his father, and what was his relationship to our
Blessed Lord. The term brother, applied to him by the
Evangelists, is of wide significance, and it may mean that
he was a son of Joseph by a former wife, or that he was a
cousin, the son of Alph®us, who married the sister of the

ok




6 Lives of the Sawnts. [May 1.

Blessed Virgin Mary. The reader is referred to what has
already been said on this topic in the article on Mary the
wife of Cleopas (April gth). Of the birth-place of S. James
the sacred story makes no mention. In the Talmud he is
more than once styled “a man of the town of Sechania.”
No distinct account is given of him during our Saviour’s
ministry until after His Resurrection, when S. James was
honoured with a special appearance of our Lord to him,
which, though silently passed over by the Evangelists, is
recorded by S. Paul—next to the manifesting Himself to
the five hundred brethren at once, “He was seen of James.”
Of this S. Jerome (September 3oth) gives a fuller relation
out of the Hebrew Gospel of the Nazarenes (see Life of S.
Matthew, September 21st), viz.: That S. James had
solemnly sworn that {from the time that he had drunk of the
Cup at the Last Supper, he would eat bread no more till
he saw the Lord risen from the dead. Our Lord, there-
fore, being returned from the grave, came and appeared to
him, commanded bread to be set before him, which He
took, blessed, and brake, and gave to S. James, saying,
¢ Eat thy bread, my brother, for the Son of Man is truly
risen from among them that sleep.” After Christ’s Ascen-
sion he was chosen bishop of Jerusalem, preferred before
all the rest for his near relationship unto Christ; and this
was afterwards the reason why Simeon was chosen to be his
immediate successor in that see, because he was, after S.
James, our Lord’s next kinsman. This consideration
made S. Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, though they
had been peculiarly honoured by our Saviour, not contend
for this high and honourable place, but freely choose
James the Just to be its bishop. It was to S. James that
S. Paul made his address after his conversion, and was by
him honoured with the right hand of fellowship; to him S.
Peter sent the news of his miraculous deliverance out of
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prison, “Go show these things unto James and to the
brethren.” S. James presided at the Synod at Jerusalem
in the great controversy about the Mosaic rites ; and thereat
passed the final and decretory sentence that the Gentile
converts were not to be troubled with the bondage of the
Jewish yoke. He exercised his office with all possible care
and industry, omitting no part of a diligent and faithful
guide of souls, strengthening the weak, informing the
ignorant, reducing the erroneous, reproving the obstinate,
and by the constancy of his preaching, conquering the
stubbornness of that perverse and refractory generation
with which he had to deal, many of the nobler and the
better sort being brought over from Judaism to the
Christian Faith. He was so careful, so successful in his
charge, that it stirred up the malice of enemies to con.
spire his ruin. Not being able to affect this under the
government of Festus, they more effectually attempted it
before the assumption of the procuratorship by his successor,
Albinus. Ananias the Younger, then high priest, and of the
sect of the Sadducees, resolved to despatch him before the
new governor could arrive. To this end a council was hastily
summoned, and the apostle, with some others, arraigned and
condemned as violators of the law. But that the thing might
be carried on in a more plausible way, they set the Scribes
and Pharisees at work to ensnare him ; and they, coming to
him, began by flattering insinuations to entrap him. They
told him that they all had great confidence in him, and
that the whole nation as well as themselves regarded him as
a most just man, and one who was no respecter of persons ;
that, therefore, they desired he would correct the errors
into which the people had fallen, who regarded Jesus
as the Messiah, and they desired to take the oppor-
tunity of the congress to the Paschal solemnity, to have
them sect right in their notions about these things. For
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5[4_.—_

this purpose they undertook to place him on the top of the
Temple, where he might be seen and heard by all. On the
day appointed, being advantageously placed upon a pinnacle
or wing of the Temple, the Scribes thus addressed him :
“Tell us, O Justus! whom we have all the reason in the
world to believe, that seeing the people are thus generally
led away with the doctrine of Jesus that was crucified, tell
us what is this institution of the crucified Jesus.” To which
the apostle answered in an audible voice, “Why do ye
inquire of Jesus, the Son of Man? He sits in heaven, on
the right hand of the Majesty on High, and will come again
in the clouds of heaven.” The people below hearing
this, glorified the blessed Jesus, and shouted, ‘“ Hosanna
to the Son of David !”

The Scribes and Pharisees perceiving now that they had
overshot their mark, and that instead of reclaiming, they
had confirmed the people in their reverence for Christ. saw
that there was no way left but to despatch James at once,
in order that by his sad fate others might be warned not to
believe him. Whereupon, suddenly crying out that Justus
himself was seduced and become an impostor, they threw
him down from the place where he stood. Though bruised,
he was not killed by the fall, but recovered sufficient
strength to get upon his knees and pray for them. A
Rechabite who stood by, who Epiphanius says was Simeon,
the apostle’s kinsman and successor, then stepped in and
entreated the Jews to spare him, a just and righteous man,
and who was then praying for them. But they cast a
shower of stones upon S. James, till one, more mercifully
cruel than the rest, beat out his brains with a fuller’s club.
Thus died the holy apostle in the year of grace 62, in the
ninety-sixth year of his age, and about twenty-four years
after our Lord’s Ascension, taken away, as we are told by
Josephus, to the great grief and regret of all good men, yea
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of all sober and just persons, even among the Jews
themselves. S. Gregory, of Tours, relates that S. James
was buried upon Mount Olivet in a tomb which he had
built for himself, and wherein he had buried Zacharias
and S. Simeon.

The Catholic Epistle of S. James, his only authentic
work, was probably written not long before his martyrdom,
as appears by some passages in it relating to the near ap-
proaching ruin of the Jewish nation. Besides this Epistle
there is a Gospel ascribed to him, called the Protevangelium,
containing the early life of our Lord and of His Mother.
This book is, however, certainly apocryphal. It can in no
case have been written before the 2nd century, and in its
actual form it belongs to a later century. It is full of
bilunders and inconsistencies.

S. James the Less is generally represented with a club of
peculiar shape, called the fuller’s bat, which was the instru-
ment of his martyrdom. According to an early tradition
he so nearly resembled our Lord in person, in features, and
in deportment, that it was difficult to distinguish them, and
a touching legend says that this exact resemblance rendered
necessary the kiss of the traitor Judas in order to point out
his Victim to the soldiers.

The body of S. James the Less was taken from Jerusalem,
where it was buried, and carried to Constantinople. The
head is now shown at Compostella, in Spain, brought from
Jerusalem by the Bishop Didacus Gelmirez in the 13th
century.

But the head is claimed as possessed also by the church
of S. Marrie de Mare, at Camargo, in Provence. A jaw is
preserved at Forli, in Italy ; another portion of the head at
Ancona ; an arm at Gembloux, in Belgium. But the relics
of S. James are said to have been found in 1395 on Monti
Grigiano, near Verona. The body is preserved in the

—»




10 Lives of the Saints. [May 1.

church of SS. Philip and James at Rome, together with
that of S. Philip, in the high altar, but the arm is separately
enshrined, and is exhibited there on this day. The head and
other relics, according to Saussaye, were at Toulouse, and
at Langres was an arm of S. James. Three portions of the
skull are in the church of S. Charles, at Antwerp.

S. ISIDORA, V.
(DATE UNCERTAIN.)

[Greek Menzea. Authority :—Mention in the Lives of the Fathers of
the Desert, as related by S. Basil. |

IN a convent of religious women at Tabenna, in Upper
Egypt, was a sister named Isidora, whom the rest of the
nuns regarded as half-witted, and they despised her, played
her tricks, and put all the work upon her. She had only
an old tattered dish-clout over her head, and no clean veil
as the rest. And they swept past in solemn order to the
devotions in the church, and Isidora was left to look to the
kitchen and sweep the floors. And sometimes the sisters
slapped her face, and if they found her asleep for weariness,
they put mustard into her nostrils, or they threw the
scrapings of their plates over her. But all she bore without
a murmur, and went on as the kitchen drudge as con-
tentedly as if she had found her true vocation.

Now one day the aged hermit Pyoterius, who dwelt
among the rocks on the bank of the Nile, saw an angel of
God, who said to him, “ Go to a certain convent at Tabenna
and there shalt thou find an elect vessel full of the grace of
God, and thou shalt know her by the crown that shines
above her head.” So Pyoterius went forth and tarried not
till he came to the convent, and related his vision and bade
the abbess bring all the sisters before him. And they

»Y
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passed in order, and as each went by he said, ‘“The Lord
hath not chosen thee.” Then he said, “ Are there yet any
more?” The superior answered, “All are here save only
a halfwitted creature who is kitchen-slut.” *Bring her to
me,” said the hermit. And when Isidora came in, her gar-
ments stained and dirty, with the old clout on her head, he
saw the clout encircled with a thread of light, and he fell at
her feet and prayed her to bless him. Then she bowed to
him humbly and besought him to bless her. “And is this
she whom the Lord hath chosen!” exclaimed the sisters.
Then one said, “I slapped her on the face only yesterday.”
And another said, “I put mustard up her nose.” And
another said, “ And I threw the scraps of my dinner at her
head.” And now all honoured her as a saint. But the
poor cinder-slut, ashamed of the veneration she had ac-
quired, fled away. And here the story ends. All we know
further is, that the Menza adds that she flew to heaven at
length as a bee to its hive, laden with the honey of good
works.

S. AMATOR, B. OF AUXERRE.
(AD. 418.)

[All Latin Martyrologies, Roman included. The life of S. Amator was
written by Stephen, an African priest, at the request of S. Aunarius, Bishop
of Auxerre, A.D. 580.]

AMATOR was the only son of wealthy and noble parents at
Auxerre, brought up in all the accomplishments suited to
his birth and future prospects. When he reached manhood
he was espoused to a beautiful girl of good family, named
Martha, On the wedding day the old bishop of Auxerre,
S. Valerian, was invited to give the nuptial benediction! in

! {uvitatur de more religiosorum, ad introitum thalami, illico Valerianus
Episcopus,




Le

12 Lives of the Saints. [May .

the house. The historian describes at length the splendour
of the adornments of the chamber and of the bride. The
aged bishop, now nearly in his second childhood, took his
book of prayers, and mumbled the office for the ordination
of a clerk, by mistake, and the assistants were none the
wiser, except Amator, who was paying close attention to
the words of the childish and toothless old man. Then
when all had withdrawn, he said to his girlish bride, as he
took her hands in his, “Knowest thou what the bishop
read from his book?” “¥es,” she answered, “he blessed
our union.” “No, my dear one,” said the young man,
“he consecrated us to the Lord. And now, though he did
it unwittingly, he did it not without God’s will, and it may
be His purpose that we should serve Him in the highest
and holiest estate.” So she cast herself into his arms and
said, “What thou willest, I will too.” Then they knelt
together and offered themselves of their own free-will to
serve God. And there came a sweet perfume into the
room, as from roses. Then said Martha, “Whence comes
this fragrance, my brother?” And he answered, It is the
odour of Paradise, where they neither marry nor are given
in marriage, but are as the angels of God.” So they went
to rest, and the lamp died out in the socket, and as it
became dark, Amator saw the luminous form of an angel
growing out of the darkness, holding two lily crowns, which
he laid on the heads of the virgin pair.

Now during the marriage festivities, which were pro-
tracted several days, the old bishop Valerian died, and in
his place was chosen S. Helladius. And when the feasting
was at an end, the young couple went to the new bishop,
and disclosed to him what was their design, and when he
heard them, he was filled with wonder, and he blessed them
both, and Amator he consecrated deacon, and then priest,
and to Martha he gave the veil, and she became a nun.
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After a few years S. Helladius was gathered to his prede-
cessors in the see, and Amator was chosen by the unani-
mous voice of the clergy and people to fill his vacant chair,

The chief man of Auxerre was a certain Germanus, a
man of noble qualities, but not attending much to his
religious duties. -He was passionately fond of hunting, and
he was wont to hang up the heads of the wild boars and
stags he killed to the branches of a large pear tree that
grew in the middle of the town. This was an old heathen
custom, and was, in fact, an oblation to Woden; and as
such, it gave the bishop great offence. He complained to
Germanus, but the sportsman paid no attention to his
remonstrances. Then Amator one day, whilst Germanus
was abroad hunting, cut down the tree, and threw all the
antlers and boar’s heads away outside the town. Germanus
was greatly incensed, and vowed vengeance against the
bishop, who to escape his wrath, fled the town, and made
the best of his way to Autun, to count Julius, governor of
the province. He now adopted one of those extraordinary
expedients to escape from the difficulty in which he had
involved himself, which can only be palliated by the
customs of the time in which Amator lived. He had, no
doubt, formed an high opinion of Germanus, and had
conceived an affection for the frank, rough noble. His
wealth and position would signally aid the Church at
Auxerre if he could be enlisted among the clergy; and the
zeal wherewith he had pursued game, might be diverted to
enthusiasm in the pursuit of souls. So thought Amator,
we may presume, when he abruptly demanded of the
governor his sanction to the nomination and consecration
of Germanus to the episcopal throne of Auxerre in the
room of himself. “For,” said S. Amator, “God has re-
vealed to me that my life draweth to a close.” The
astonished governor gave his consent, and Amator at once
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returned to Auxerre, where Germanus was still storming at
the destruction of his trophy, and vowing vengeance.
Amator at once went to the church, and a crowd of people
rushed after him, amongst them Germanus. “ Let everyone
divest himself of his weapons, and lay spear and sword
outside the doors,” said the bishop ; and he was obeyed.
Then at a signal, the gates were closed. Instantly Amator
rushed upon Germanus, caught him by the arm, and
assisted by some of his clergy, dragged him to the altar
steps, and then and there ordained him. Then, when
silence was made, Amator called on the people to elect
Germanus to be their bishop, as he who spake to them was
about to die. And so it was, Amator died a few days
after, and Germanus, chosen by the clergy and the people,
was consecrated bishop, and ruled the see well.

S. ORIENS, B. OF AUCH.
(ap. 439.)

|Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Authorities :—Two lives of un-
certain date,)

S. Oriens, ORIENTIUS, or ORENS, was born at Huescar,
in the marches of Aragon. He sold his property, gave the
price to the poor, and retired as a hermit to the valley of
Lavedan. He became Bishop of Auch, about A.p. 419, and
was sent as ambassador from Theodoric the Ostrogoth to
sue for peace to the Roman general Aetius, in which he
was successful. He is author of a religious poem called
“Commonitorium ” still extant, and died in A.D. 439, after
having laboured diligently to root out the relics of paganism
in his diocese.
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S. MARCULF, AB.
(ABOUT A.D. 558.)

[Gallican Martyrology, Usuardus. Authorities :—Two ancient lives.
Three festivals are observed in his honour in the diocese of Coutances,
May 1st, July 7th, Oct. 11th.]

S. MARCULF was born at Bayeux, and was of Frank
parentage, as his name shows (Forest-wolf.) He preached
in the diocese of Coutances, and obtained from king
Childebert a grant of land at Nanteuil, on the coast, for a
monastery. He spent every Lent in an islet off the coast.
Taking with him a companion, Romardus, he visited
Jersey, where he found a hermit named Helier, occupying
a cave in the rock, now crowned by Elizabeth Castle,
Whilst he was in Jersey a pirate fleet of Saxons appeared
off the island. The natives implored the prayers of S,
Marculf. A storm rose, when a large body of the pirates
was advancing over the sand flats, swept some of their
ships upon the Violets, a reef of sunken rocks, carried
others out to sea, and the rising tide rushing over the sands,
assisted the islanders in disposing of their invaders.

S. Marculf returned to Nanteuil, and made a second
visit to the king. On this occasion he lay down to rest
near Compiegne. A hare that was being pursued by
hunters took refuge in his hood. Marculf awoke to find
himself surrounded by yelping hounds. He protected the
hare from them in spite of the threats of the hunters.

The relics of the saint are preserved at Corbeny, in the
diocese of Laon; and it was the custom of the Irench
kings after their coronation at Rheims, to make a pilgrim-
age to Corbeny, and there after touching the relics of
S. Marculf, heal those sick with king’s evil. The relics
were saved at the Revolution, and are now restored to
their place in the church of Corbeny. When Charles X.
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was crowned, in 1825, the relics were brought to the
hospital of S. Marcoul, at Rheims, and the king there
touched several scrofulous persons.

S. Marculf is represented touching the chin of a sick
person, to represent him as the patron invoked against
king’s evil.

S. ASAPH, B.
(6TH CENT.)

[Roman Martyrology, Aberdeen Breviary. Authority :—Mention in
the life of S. Kentigern.]

S. KENTIGERN having been expelled his see in
Scotland, founded a monastery at Llan-Elwy, in North
Wales. ‘There were assembled in this monastery,” says
John of Tynemouth, “no fewer than 995 brethren, who all
lived under monastic discipline, serving God in great
continence. Of which number, 300, who were illiterate,
he appointed to till the ground, to take care of the cattle,
and do other works outside the sanctuary. Other 300 he
appointed to prepare the food, and perform other necessary
works within the monastery, and 365 who were learned, he
deputed to say the daily offices. Of these he would not
suffer any, without great necessity, to leave the monas-
tery ; but appointed them to attend there continually, as in
God’s sanctuary. Now this part of the community he
divided in such manner into companies, that when one
company had finished the divine service in the church,
another presently entered, and began it anew; and these
having ended, a third immediately succeeded them. So
that by this means prayer was offered up in the church
without intermission, and the praises of God were ever in
their mouths,
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“ Among these was one named Asaph, more particularly
illustrious for his descent and his beauty, who from his child-
hood shone forth brightly, both with virtues and miracles.
He daily endeavoured to imitate his master, S. Kentigern,
in all sanctity and abstinence ; and to him the man of God
bore ever a special affection, insomuch that to his prudence
he committed the care of the monastery.”

The story is told that one frosty bitter night, Kentigern
had performed his usual discipline by standing in the cold
river whilst he recited certain psalms, and when he crawled
to his cell, he was so numb with cold that he thought to
die. Then Asaph ran to fetch fire, that the saintly bishop
might warm himself. But finding no pan in which to bring
the burning charcoal, and fearing to delay, he raked the
fire into the lap of his woollen habit and ran and cast them
down in the hearth Defore the frozen saint.

S. Asaph became abbot, when S. Kentigern returned to
Glasgow, and was also consecrated bishop, and converted
Llan-Elwy into the seat of his diocese in North Wales.

S. SIGISMUND, K. H.
(A.D. 524.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Usuardus, Ado, Notker, Hrabanus.
Authorities :—S. Gregory of Tours in his Hist. Francorum, cc. § and 6.}

S. SicisMUND was the son of Gundebald, king of Bur-
gundy. He was converted from Arianism by S. Avitus,
bishop of Vienne, in 515, His father died in 516, and
thereupon he ascended the throne. Sigismund was a muni-
ficent benefactor to the monastery of Agaunum or S.
Maurice in the Valais, which he may be said to have
founded, though religious men dwelt there before, yet it is
probable that they inhabited the cave in the precipice
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above the town, which is still a hermitage. The stately
tower of the abbey church in part dates from the foundation
of S. Sigismund. S. Avitus preached at the dedication of
the monastery.!

But Sigismund, if imbued with strong religious feelings,
was not without frantic outbursts of barbarian rage, in one
of which he was guilty of a horrible crime, which embittered
the rest of his life. His first wife was Astrogotha or Amal-
berga, the daughter of Theodoric the Goth, king of Italy, by
whom he had a son named Sigeric. On her death, he
married another wife, probably of inferior rank. The lad
Sigeric bore his step-mother no warm love, and seeing her
one day wearing the clothes of his own mother, burst
forth into an angry exclamation of ¢ Your mistress’s clothes
do not become the back of her servant!” His step-mother
never forgave this remark, and schemed his death. She
gradually worked upon the feelings of her husband, awaken-
ing his fears of the power and ambition of Theodcric, and
then pretending to discover a plot of the king of Italy to
dethrone Sigismund and set up Sigeric in his place. The
Burgundian king gave way to his ferocious passion, and in
the blindness of his jealousy ordered the death of his son.
A thong was slipped by two young men round the neck of
Sigeric, as he slept, and the prince was strangled. No
sooner was the crime committed, than the most agonizing
remorse took possession of the king. He cast himself on
the body of his son, and bathed the dead face with his
tears. ‘“Weep not for him, for he is at rest,” said an old
courtier standing by; “but weep, sire, for thyself, that by ill
advice thou hast become a murderer of thy son.” The king

1One cannot sufficiently deplore the barbarous way in which this vencrable
church bas of late years been renovated, so that by the mean gim-crack tracery of
the windows and wall-paper embellishments of the interior every token of dignity
and religious gravity has been swept away.
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hastened to Agaunum, and remained in the monastery for
some time fasting and weeping. He prayed in his sorrow
that God would punish him in this world rather than in the
next. The storm that was to overwhelm him was already
gathering.  Clothildis, wife of Clovis I., king of the
Franks, was the daughter of Chilperic, king of Burgundy,
who had been put to death, together with his wife and two
sons, by Gundebald, the father of Sigismund. Consequently
Clothildis not only desired to revenge the death of her
father and brothers, but also laid claim to the kingdom of
Burgundy. She, therefore, instigated her sons, Chlodomer,
king of Orleans, Childebert, king of Paris, and Clothaire, king
of Soissons, against Sigismund, and gathering an army, they
advanced against him, and his brother Gondomar fled. The
Burgundian army was routed, and Sigismund endeavoured
to find refuge at Agaunum; but was overtaken in a forest
with his wife and her sons, and Chlodomer carried them
back with him captives to Orleans. Gondomar collected
the dispersed army of his brother and recovered Burgundy.
Chlodomer in the following year, 524, marched into Bur-
gundy against Gondomar; but, before starting, flung Sigis-
mund, his wife and her sons, into a well at Columelle, near
Orleans, saying, “I am not going to leave my enemy
behind my back.” As he advanced he called his half
brother, Theodoric, King of Belgic Gaul, to his aid.

Theodoric had married Suavigotha, the daughter of
Sigismund, and though he pretended to be ready to assist
Chlodomer, he resolved to revenge the death of his father-
in-law, and at the same time advance his own ambition.
In a battle engaged with Gondomar, he went over to the
enemy, and Chlodomer fell.

The body of S. Sigismund was taken to S. Maurice, and
there buried. It was removed to the Cathedral of Prague
by the Emperor Charles IV. Of this there is abundant
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historical evidence. But the head is preserved at Plock on
the Vistula, in Poland, and the Poles assert that it was
given by Wenceslas I., king of Bohemia, to Sigismund I.,
king of Poland, his brother. However, an entire body of
S. Sigismund, the head alone excepted, is shown at Imola
to this day ; and the absence of the skull is accounted for
by Charles IV., having taken it to Prague. 7This body is
said to have been brought there, in 1146, by Rudolf the
abbot, afterwards Bishop of Imola. But this statement is cer-
tainly inaccurate, for Rudolf was translated to Ravenna in
1140. But another body, entire with the exception of the
skull, exists and excites veneration at Monseve, near Bar-
celona; and Tamayus Salazar says that it was from this
body that Charles IV. took the head to Prague. Other
bodies are shown at Aquileia, in the Cathedral of Milan,
and anciently at Cahors. There can be no question about
the spuriousness of all these relics with the exception of
those at Prague, whose genuineness is well cstablished.

S. BRIOC, B.
(aBOUT 530.)

[Venerated as patron at S. Brieux, in Brittany. Feast of the (ranslation
of his relics, Oct, 18th. A life before 830 published in the Analecta
Bollandiana.]

S. Brioc was a native of Cardigan, son of an Irish
father and a Saxon mother. At an early age he was
entrusted to Germanus or Garmon, one of the missionaries
who had been working under S. Patrick in Ireland, and
with him he went into France and was for a while in Paris.
About the year 460 he left Paris and returned to South
Wales, where he arrived when his father and mother were
holding high festival. He succeeded in converting them,
and he founded a church now called Llandyfriog. He

Y.
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probably accompanied Germain to the Isle of Man, and
has left some traces in Rothesay, where he founded a
church. Latein life he quitted North Britain at the head of a
large number of followers and landed in Padstow harbour,
where he was well received by a Cornish noble named
Conan, who gave him lands, and he founded the church of
S. Brioc near Wadebridge. Thence he went to Brittany
and left his ship at the Port d’Ach, and there founded a
monastery. Hearing of the outbreak of pestilence in
South Wales, he returned there to console the sick and
dying, but when he went back to his monastery in Brittany
the monks refused to receive him, and leaving the Port
d’Ach he coasted round to the mouth of the Gouet, where
he was well received by the lord of the country, named
Rhiwal, who was a kinsman, and who surrendered to him
lands where now stands the city of S. Bricux. To obtain
the ratification of this grant, he visited the court of Childe-
bert. Not long after his return he died, at the advanced
age of ninety. The festival of S. Brioc is celebrated in the
diocese of S. Brieux on the second Sunday after Laster.
His name in full was Briomaglus, which was contracted
into Brioc. He is represented treading on a dragon, or
with a wolf at his feet.

S. KELLACH, B. OF KILLALA.
(7TH CENT.)

{Irish Martyrologies. Authority :—A life in Irish, less extravagant in
marvels than most other lives of Irish saints, but yet late ; and mention in
the Annals of the Four Masters.]

S. CEaLLacn or KELLACH, was the son of Eoghan Beul,
son of Ceallach, son of Oilioll Molt. His brother’s name
was Muireadhach or Cuchongilt.  The family was that of
Hy-Fiach. Fiach had two sons, Daud, king of Ircland,
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and Amalgad, king of Connaught. The father of Daud
(Dathias) was the famous Niall of the Nine Hostages
(d. 404.) Fergus and Donald, descendants of Niall by
another son, attacked Eoghan the Fair, and in a battle on
the banks of the Moy, he was grievously wounded, and
died three days after. Eoghan left two sons, Ceallach, a
monk at Clonmacnois, his eldest, and Cuchongilt, then a
child. The chiefs of Connaught went to Clonmacnois, and
invited Kellach to ascend the throne. He accepted the
invitation, greatly to the disapproval of S. Kieran his abbot.
But wearied speedily with the dissensions among his nobles,
and their intrigues with the enemy, he deserted his throne,
and took refuge in a forest, where he remained concealed
for a whole year. He then returned to Clonmacnois, and
was received by S. Kieran as a returning prodigal. After a
few years he was ordained priest, and then bishop of
Killala. Being on a visit to his diocese, he was invited by
Guaire, king of Connaught (d. 662) to visit him. Guaire
was the son of Colman, of the Neill family, and he had
assumed the throne on its being vacated by Kellach. The
messenger sent to invite Kellach received as answer that
the bishop would visit the king after he had said mass on
Sunday, but he could not come before. The messenger
instead of giving the exact answer, said that Kellach had
refused to accompany him. Thereupon Guaire was angry,
and sent orders that Kellach should be expelled his diocese.
The saintly bishop retired to the islet of Edghair, in Lough
Conn, and there remained with four of his disciples.
Guaire, who was jealous and fearful of the bishop, whose
throne he had usurped, determined to rid himself of
Kellach. He therefore biibed his four disciples, who were
also his foster-brothers, and they brought the bishop to the
mainland, and murdered him in a wood. Guaire granted
the territory of Tirawley to the four murderers as a reward
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for their services, and they thereupon erected a fort at Dun-
Fine. Soon after the perpetration of the deed, Muireadhach
or Cuchongilt, the brother of Kellach, came to visit his
brother in his hermitage, but not finding him there, and
hearing of what Guaire had done for the four foster-
brothers, he at once suspected that his brother had been
murdered. After some enquiries and searches, he found
the body in the hollow trunk of an oak, torn by ravens,
scald-crows, and wolves. Cuchongilt carried the mangled
body to the church of Turloch for interment, but the clergy
dreading the vengeance of king Guaire, would not permit
it to be buried there; upon whch it was taken to the church
of Eiscreacha, where it was interred with due honour.

Cuchongilt, after having chanted a short dirge over the
grave of his brother, in which he vowed vengeance against
the murderers, assembled an armed band of three hundred
of his relatives and adherents, with whom, after having lived
one year in Hy-Many, and some time in Meath, where he
married Aifi, the daughter of Blathmac, king of Ireland, he
at length returned to Tirawley, his own Fleasc lamha, or
patrimonial inheritance, where, by the assistance of a swine-
herd, he procured admittance to the fort of Dun-Fine, in
which the murderers of his brother were banqueting. He
remained at the banquet in the disguise of a swine-herd,
until he observed that the four murderers and all their
guests and attendants were stupid with intoxication, upon
which he sent his friend, the swine-herd, for his armed band,
who were concealed in the neighbourhood, and they rushing
into the fort, slew all the guards and attendants, and seized
upon the four murderers of Bishop Ceallach.

The guests, by no means recovered from their intoxi-
cation, on learning that it was Cuchongilt, the second son
of king Koghan Bel, and the brother of the murdered
bishop, had thus disturbed their festivities, instcad of
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grieving at the occurrence, thought it suitable to finish
their potations in honour of the rightful heir.

On the next day Cuchongilt carried the four murderers
in chains, southwards, through the territory from Dun-
Fine to a place called Durlus Muaidhe, and across Lec
Durluis, until he arrived at a place near the river Moy,
since called Ard-na-riadh (now Ardnarea), ‘.., the hill of
executions, where he executed the four, cutting off all their
limbs while they were living.

After this Cuchongilt obtained the hostages of Tir Fia-
chract and Tir Amhalgaidh, and compelled Guaire to live
in Tir Fiachrach Aidhne, in the south of the province.

S. EVERMAR, M.
(ABOUT A.D. 700.)

[Belgian Martyrologies. Originally on July 25th, now on May xst.
Authority :—An ancient life.]

EVERMAR, a native of Friesland, born of noble parents,
came in the days of Pepin of Herstal on pilgrimage
through Belgium to visit the tomb of S. Servais at Maes-
tricht, and those of other saints in that part. He and his
fellow pilgrims were overtaken by darkness at the entrance
of the great forest of Ruth, in the Hesbaye, and seeing a
light, they made their way towards it, and found a cottage.
They tapped at the door, and asked for shelter. A woman
admitted them, and told them that her husband, Hako, was
the chief of a gang of robbers, and that they were in danger
there, but as he would be likely to be out that night, she
gave them food and lodging, and sent them away early
next morning, cautioning them to avoid the direction in
which the robbers had gone. The chief on his return found
that some persons had been given shelter in his house,
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pnrsued them with several of his men, and overtook
them about mid-day beside a fountain where they were
reposing. He slew them all, and robbed them of their
purses. The bodies were found by Pepin of Herstal, who
was hunting in the wood, and he gave them decent burial.
A village rose about the tomb of S. Evermar, which was
called Rothem, and is now called Russon. The relics of
S. Evermar were placed in a chapel on the scene of the
murder, in 1073. It has been lately restored. The chapel
stands in a meadow surrounded by beech trees. The high
altar is furnished with a painting representing the martyr-
dom, and the two side altars are adorned with images, one
of S. Mary, the other of S. Evermar. A very singular
procession and spectacle is enacted here on the 1st of May
every year. The procession is headed by two ¢ green-
men,” to represent savages, clothed in leaves, and armed
with clubs. They are followed by seven men dressed as
pilgrims, and behind them ride Hako and his robbers in
suitable costume. On reaching the chapel high mass is
sung, after which the martyrdom is enacted in the meadow
near the fountain. One of the pilgrims runs away, and
Hako brings him down with a shot from his pistol. Finally
all the pilgrims are killed, but they soon revive, and wind
up the evening in the village tavern. :

S. THEODARD, ABP. OF NARBONNE.
(CIRC. A.D. 893.)

[Gallican Martyrologies. Authority :— A life founded partly on written
accounts, partly on oral tradition, and when it was compiled is uncertain. |
THE writer of the “Lives of the Saints” is presumed to
be their panegyrist, but if he relates their lives as they
really were, taking Holy Scripture as his model, it is his
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duty not to gloss over their failings, and omit all mention
of their faults. Holy Scripture mentions the fall of David,
the apostasy of Solomon, the denial of S. Peter, and the
hagiographer is dealing falsely with his materials if he does
not relate what is blameworthy as well as what is to the
praise of the saint whose life he is recording.

S. Theodard is chiefly known through an event in his life
which first brought him into notice, and which we cannot
fail to regard with the strongest reprobation. At his time
at Toulouse it was the custom on Christmas Day, on Good
Friday, and on the Feast of the Assumption, for a Jew to
have his cheeks rudely boxed publicly before the cathedral
doors, as part of the religious ceremonial. The Jews
complained to the king, Carloman, son of Louis the
Stammerer (d. 879), who reigned with his brother Louis
III. The king bade the count of Toulouse call a council
at Toulouse and investigate the case. Sigebod was
then bishop, and the Jews made their complaint against
him and the clergy of the cathedral. One would have
supposed that the bishop would have been only too glad to
have abandoned a custom as insulting as it was unchristian,
but instead of doing so he resisted strenuously, and ap-
pointed the youthful Theodard, who offered to argue the
case, to be his advocate. Theodard then produced a
document, which was unquestionably a forgery, and which
purported to be a charter of Charlemagne requiring the
perpetuation of the offensive ceremony, because the Jews
of Toulouse had invited into the country the forces of
Abdelraman, which he had just succeeded in defeating.
As it happened, it was not Charlemagne but Charles Martel
who defeated the Saracens and drove them out of the
South of France; but this may be an error of the writer of
the life, and not of Theodard the advocate. Suffice it to
say that the Jews were utterly confounded by the produc-
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tion of this charter, as well as they might be; and
Theodard, pursuing the advantage thus unscrupulously
gained, obtained that on each of the three festivals, the
Jew exposed to the stroke at the cathedral gate should be
required to exclaim, “This I receive because my people
crucified Jesus Christ, God of Gods, and Lord of Lords.”
And should he refuse, he was to receive seven blows in-
stead of one. Theodard condescended to argue with the
unfortunate Jews; but, as Henschenius justly observes, ¢his
arguments are more deserving of the name of quibbles.”

The archbishop of Narbonne was so satisfied with the
conduct of Theodard in this scandalous affair, that he
ordained him and made him his archdeacon. On the
death of the archbishop, Theodard was elected to fill his
room, and he was consecrated amidst general rejoicings,
even those of the Jews, we are told, which the Jew Apella
may believe if he lists.

As archbishop he behaved with justice and was a model
of piety. His seat was contested by a rival prelate, but
Theodard obtained papal sanction and excommunicated
his adversary.
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S. SECUNDUS, B. of Avila, 1n Spain, 1st cent.

SS. HESPERUS AND ZOE AND THEIR SONS, MM, at Attalia, and cent.
FLAMINA, V.M. in Auvergne, 4tk cent.

ATuanasivs, Bishop of Alexandria, A.D. 373.

GERMAIN, B.M. at Amiens, sth cent.

VINDEMALIS, B.C. in Africa, sth cent.

WALDEBERT, Ab. of Luxeuil, A.D. 665.

WiBORADA, M. at S. Gall, in Switzerland, A.D. goy

ANTONY, Abp. of Florence, A.D. 1459.
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SS. HESPERUS AND ZOE, MM.
(2ND CENT.)

|Greek Menza, whence Baronius inserted the names in the Modern
Roman Martyrology, but by a mistake he called Hesperus, Exuperius.
Authority :— Mention in the Menology and the Greek Acts, neither very
trustworthy.

g ESPERUS anD ZOE were two slaves, the ser-
i ¥ vants of a wealthy man named Catalus, at
Attalia, in Pamphylia. Their sons were called
Cyriac and Theodulus, and the boys as well as
their parents were Christians. One day the boys said to
their mother, “Why should we who serve Christ be slaves
to this heathen man? Did not S. Paul say, Be not un-
equally yoked together with unbelievers?” The mother
was not much more instructed in S. Paul than her sons,
and she urged them to resist their master, rather than to
obey him. She was wrong, and they were wrong ; but they
acted ignorantly, and their ignorance must excuse them.
Anyhow they suffered for their disobedience, for their
master, after having racked them, cast them all into a furnace,
and by their blood they expiated their offence.
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S. ATHANASIUS THE GREAT, B.D.

(a.p. 375.)
[Roman Martyrology. By the Greeks on the 18th Jan. Authorities :—

The works of S. Athanasius, especially the historical tracts; 