








o u,
o

.@I@Q@Iﬁ@lﬂ% |
_ EX RIS '




George W. Carter 1886-1953

This book purchased from funds contributed by his
friends through the George W. Carter Memcrial Fund of
The Michigan Colleges Foundation.  Although Mr. Carter’s
formal education ceased when he was fourteen, throughout
his lifetime he was a generous contributor of time and
money to the purposes of higher education. He was a
Trustee and a member of the Executive Committee of The
Michigan Colleges Foundation.

Adrian College Kalamazoo College
Albion College Madonna College
Alma College Marygrove College
Aquinas College Mercy College
Emmanvuel Missionary College  Nazareth College
Hillsdale College Olivet College

Hope College Siena Heights College






Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2020 with funding from
Kahle/Austin Foundation

https://archive.org/details/motifindexoffolk0004unsej-k



MOTIF-INDEX
OF

FOLK-LITERATURE

A Classification of Narrative Elements in
Folktales, Ballads, Myths, Fables, Mediaeval Romances,
Ezxempla, Fabliauz, Jest-Books, and
Local Legends

REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION BY

STITH THOMPSON

Indiana University

VOLUME FOUR
J-K

INDIANA UNIVERSITY PRESS
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA



All Rights Reserved

This work is also being published for sale outside the United States and its
possessions, Canada, and the Philippine Islands by

ROSENKILDE anp BAGGER, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Printed in Denmark by Centraltrykkeriet, Copenhagen
1957



J0 —J199.

J10.
J30.
J50.
J80.
J100.
J120.
J130.
J140.
J150.
J180.

J200—J499.

J200.
J210.

J. THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH
DETAILED SYNOPSIS

Acquisition and possession of wisdom (knowledge)
Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from experience
Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from inference
Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from observation
Wisdom (knowledge) taught by parable

Wisdom (knowledge) taught by necessity

Wisdom learned from children

Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from animals
Wisdom (knowledge) through education

Other means of acquiring wisdom (knowledge)
Possession of wisdom

J200—J1099. WISE AND UNWISE CONDUCT

Choices
Choices
Choice between evils

J230—J299. Real and apparent values

J230.
J240.
J260.
J280.

Choice: real and apparent values
Choice between useful and ornamental
Choice between worth and appearance
Quality preferred to quantity

J300—J329. Present values chosen

J310.
J320.

The present preferred to the past
Present values preferred to future

J330—J399. Gains and losses

J340.
J350.
J370.
J390.

Choices: little gain, big loss

Choices: small inconvenience, large gain
Choices: important and unimportant work
Choices: kind strangers, unkind relatives

J400—J459. Choice of associates

J400.
J410.
J420.
J440.
J450.
J460.
J480.

Choice of associates

Association of equals and of unequals
Association of strong and weak
Association of young and old
Association of the good and the evil
Unnecessary choices

Other choices

J500—J599. Prudence and discretion

J510.
J530.
J550.
J570.
J580.

Prudence in ambition

Prudence in demands
Zeal—temperate and intemperate
Wisdom of deliberation

Wisdom of caution

J600—J799. Forethought
J610—J679. Forethought in conflicts with others

J620.
J640.
J670.
J680.

Forethought in prevention of others’ plans
Avoidance of others’ power

Forethought in defences against others
Forethought in alliances
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J700—J749. Forethought in provision for life
J700. Forethought in provision for life (general)
J710. Forethought in provision for food
J730. Forethought in provision for clothing
J740. Forethought in provision for shelter

J750—J799. Forethought—miscellaneous

J800—J849. Adaptability
J810. Policy in dealing with the great
J830. Adaptability to overpowering force
J850—J899. Consolation in misfortune
J860. Consolation by a trifle
J870. Consolation by pretending that one does not want the thing
he cannot have
J880. Consolation by thought of others worse placed
J890. Consolation in misfortune—miscellaneous

J900—J999. Humility
J910. Humility of the great
J950. Presumption of the lowly

J1000—J1099. Other aspects of wisdom
J1010. Value of industry
J1020. Strength in unity
J1030. Self-dependence
J1040. Decisiveness of conduct
J1050. Attention to warnings
J1060. Miscellaneous aspects of wisdom

J1100—J1699. CLEVERNESS

J1100—J1249. Clever persons and acts
J1110. Clever persons
J1130—J1199. Cleverness in the law court
J1130. Cleverness in law court—general
J1140. Cleverness in detection of truth
J1150. Cleverness connected with the giving of evidence
J1160. Clever pleading
J1170. Clever judicial decisions
J1180. Clever means of avoiding legal punishment
J1190. Cleverness in the law court—miscellaneous
J1210—J1229. Clever man puts another out of countenance
J1230—J1249. Clever dividing

J1250—J1499. Clever verbal retorts (repartee)
J1250. Clever verbal retorts—general
J1260. Repartee based on church or clergy
J1270. Repartee concerning the parentage of children
J1280. Repartee with ruler (judge, etc.)
J1290. Reductio ad absurdum of question or proposal
J1300. Officiousness or foolish questions rebuked
J1310. Repartee concerning wine
J1320. Repartee concerning drunkenness
J1330. Repartee concerning beggars
J1340. Retorts from hungry persons
J1350. Rude retorts
J1370. Cynical retorts concerning honesty
J1380. Retorts concerning debts
J1390. Retorts concerning thefts
J1400. Repartee concerning false reform
J1410. Repartee concerning fatness
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J1420. Animals retort concerning their dangers
J1430. Repartee concerning doctors and patients
J1440. Repartee—miscellaneous

J1500—J1649. Clever practical retorts
J1500. Clever practical retort
J1510. The cheater cheated
J1530. One absurdity rebukes another
J1540. Retorts between husband and wife
J1550. Practical retorts: borrowers and lenders
J1560. Practical retorts: hosts and guests
J1580. Practical retorts connected with almsgiving
J1600. Practical retorts—miscellaneous

J1650—J1699. Miscellaneous clever acts

J1700—J2749. FOOLS (AND OTHER UNWISE PERSONS)

J1700—J1729. Fools.
J1710—J1729. Association with fools

J1730—J1749. Absurd ignorance

J1750—J1849. Absurd misunderstandings
J1750—J1809. One thing mistaken for another
J1750. One animal mistaken for another
J1760. Animal or person mistaken for something else
J1770. Objects with mistaken identity
J1780. Things thought to be devils, ghosts, etc.
J1790. Shadow mistaken for substance
J1800. One thing mistaken for another—miscellaneous
J1810. Physical phenomena misunderstood
J1820. Inappropriate action from misunderstanding

J1850—J1999. Absurd disregard of facts
J1850—J1899. Animals or objects treated as if human
J1850. Gift or sale to animal (or object)
J1860. Animal or object absurdly punished
J1870. Absurd sympathy for animals or objects
J1880. Animals or objects treated as if human—miscellaneous
J1900. Absurd disregard or ignorance of animal’s nature or habits
J1910. Fatal disregard of anatomy
J1920. Absurd searches for the lost
J1930. Absurd disregard of natural laws
J1960. Other absurd disregard of facts

J2000—J2050. Absurd absent-mindedness
J2010. Uncertainty about own identity
J2020. Inability to find own members, etc.
J2030. Absurd inability to count
J2040. Absurd absent-mindedness—miscellaneous

J2050—J2199. Absurd short-sightedness
J2050. Absurd short-sightedness
J2060. Absurd plans: air castles
J2070. Absurd wishes
J2080. Foolish bargains
J2100. Remedies worse than the disease
J2120. Disregard of danger to objects (or animals)
J2130. Foolish disregard of personal danger
J2160. Other short-sighted acts
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J2200—J2259. Absurd lack of logic
J2200. Absurd lack of logic—general
J2210. Logical absurdity based upon certain false assumptions
J2220. Other logical absurdities

J2260—J2299. Absurd scientific theories
J2260. Absurd scientific theories—general
J2270. Absurd astronomical theories
J2280. Other absurd scientific theories

J2300—J2349. Gullible fools
J2310. Nature of gullibility

J2350—J2369. Talkative fools
J2370—J2399. Inquisitive fools

J2400—J2449. Foolish imitation
J2410. Types of foolish imitation
J2420. Foolish imitation—miscellaneous

J2450—J2499. Literal fools
J2450. Literal fool
J2460. Literal obedience
J2470. Metaphors literally interpreted
J2490. Literal fool—miscellaneous

J2500—J2549. Foolish extremes

J2550—J2599. Thankful fools

J2600—J2649. Cowardly fools

J2650—J2699. Bungling fools

J2700—J2749. The easy problem made hard
J2750—J2799. Other aspects of wisdom or foolishness



J- THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH

J0—J199. Acquisition and possession of wisdom (knowledge).

JO. Acquisition and possession of wisdom. Jewish: *Neuman.
F645. Marvelously wise man.

J10. Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from experience.

J11. Shipwrecked shepherd distrusts the sea. He had formerly envied
sailors. Wienert FFC LVI 75 (ET 407), 110 (ST 219); Halm Aesop No.
370.

J11.1. Man bitten by snake fears snake-like rope. Jewish: Neuman.

J12. Young ass avoids food eaten by animals before being slaughtered.
Runs to his mother and asks to have all remains of the hog’s food
taken out. Wienert FFC LVI 72 (ET 374), 110 (ST 221); Chauvin III
51 No. T.

J13. Young sparrows have learned to avoid men. Sparrow quizzes his
four young as to how to avoid danger from men. Their year of ex-
perience has taught them enough. BP III 239 (Gr. No. 157); Hervieux
Fabulistes latins II 546 No. 70.

J14. Old racehorse in mill laments vanity of youth. Wienert FFC LVI
*72 (ET 365), 140 (ST 466); Babrius No. 29; Halm Aesop No. 174.

J15. Serpent (bird) having injured man refuses reconciliation. He knows
that neither can forget their injuries. Chauvin II 84 No. 43, 102 No.
62; Bodker Exempler 221 No. 47, 301 No. 67; Wienert FFC LVI *69
(ET 331), *127 (ST 352); Babrius No. 167; Jacobs Aesop 201 No. 6;
Halm Aesop Nos. 96, 251, 350; cf. BP II 459; Spanish Exempla: Kel~
ler.

J16. Dove disregards experience and loses brood. Rebuilds her nest in
the place where she has lost former brood. Chauvin II 83 No. 6; Bod-
ker Exempler 274 No. 7, 306 No. 82; Spanish Exempla: Keller.

J2050. Absurd short-sightedness.

J17. Animal learns through experience to fear men. In spite of the
warning of another animal he approaches man and is shot. *Type
157; BP II 96; India: *Thompson-Balys; Africa (Hottentot): Bleek
47 No. 23; American Negro: Harris Nights 33 No. 7, 330 No. 57; Ja-
maica: Beckwith MAFLS XVII 262 No. 62.

J17.1. Tiger, jackal, and bear each learn to fear man. They report him
as head-thumper (he has beaten the tiger), turn-twister (he has
swung jackal by tail), and top-tumbler (he has fallen out of tree on
bear). India: *Thompson-Balys.

K1710. Ogre (large animal) overawed.

J18. Wisdom acquired from beating. Incognito prince, beaten for his
courtesy, realizes his folly and returns home. Italian Novella:
Rotunda.

K1812, King in disguise.
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J21. Counsels proved wise by experience. *Types 910A, 910B, 910C,
910D; *Cosquin FEtudes 85ff., 100ff.; Icelandic: *Boberg; Jewish:
*Neuman; India: *Thompson-Balys.

J154. Wise words of dying father. Counsel proved wise by experience.
J163.4. Good counsels bought. J171. Proverbial wisdom: counsels.
J1511.6. The porter’s revenge for the three wise counsels. K604. The
three teachings of the bird (fox). P251.4. Brothers scorn brother’s
wise counsel.

J21.1. “Consider the end”: counsel proved wise by experience. Barber
hired to cut king’s throat sees on the bottom of the basin the words
“Whatever you do, do wisely and think of the consequences.” He
drops the razor and confesses. *Type 910C; *Krappe Bulletin Hispa-
nique XXXIX 20 No. 69; Alphabet No. 156; Spanish Exempla: Kel-
ler; Jewish: bin Gorion Born Judas IV 172, 283; India: *Thompson-
Balys.

J21.2. “Do mot act when angry”: counsel proved wise by experience.
Man returns home and sees someone sleeping with his wife. Though
he thinks it is a paramour, he restrains himself and finds that it is
a newborn son. *Type 910B; Chauvin II 157; Irish myth: Cross;
Icelandic: Boberg; Spanish Exempla: Keller; Italian Novella:
*Rotunda; India: *Thompson-Balys. Cf. Wienert FFC LVI 37; Phae-
drus III No. 10.

J571.1. When in anger say the alphabet. Man thus restrained from
hasty judgment. J571.4.2. Master when angry will not punish servant
who has ruined him. N321. Son returning home after long absence
killed unwittingly by parents. N340. Hasty killing or condemnation.

J21.2.1. “Newer attack anyone before unsheathing and returning sword
three times”: counsel proved wise by experience. Italian Novella:
Rotunda.

J21.2.2. Sleep before committing suicide. After sleeping you will feel
differently about suicide. Spanish: Childers.

J21.23. “Do mnot draw your sword against the innocent”: counsel
proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.2.4. “Do mot uncover weapon in an assembly”: counsel proved wise
by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.2.5. “Do not shed the blood of women”: counsel proved wise by ex-
perience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.2.6. “Control your anger at the beginning”: counsel proved wise by
experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.3. “Do mot go where an old man has a young wife”: counsel proved
wise by experience. Discovers a murder in an inn. *Type 910B; Chris-
tiansen Norske Eventyr 115; Irish myth: *Cross.

J4al4. Marriage with equal or with unequal. J445.2, Foolish marriage
of old man and young girl. J1457. The gray fox. An old husband tells
his young wife, who is concerned about his gray hair, “A gray fox is as
good as a red one.” — «But an old gray fox is not so good as a
young red one.” K2213.12. Young queen murders her old husband in
order to get a new. T91. Unequals in love.

J21.4. “Do mot marry a girl from abroad”: counsel proved wise by ex-
perience. *Type 910A; Christiansen Norske Eventyr 115; Cent
Nouvelles Nouvelles No. 52; Italian Novella: *Rotunda.

J21.5. “Do mot leave the highway”: counsel proved wise by experience.
Robbers encountered. *Type 910B; Scala Celi No. 788; Herbert III
99; Irish myth: *Cross; Spanish Exempla: Keller.
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J21.5.1. “Do mnot prefer a mew road to an old one.” Those who take the
new one are Killed by robbers. Italian Novella: Rotunda.

J21.5.2. “Take side road rather than main one where three roads meet”:
counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.5.3. “A way short yet long”: counsel proved wise by experience. (Cf.
J266.) Jewish: Neuman.

J21.6. “Do mot ask questions about extraordinary things”: counsel pro-
ved wise by experience. Those who ask question killed. Kohler-Bolte
Zs. f. Vksk. VI 169ff. (Gonzenbach No. 81); Spanish Exempla: Keller.

C411. Tabu: asking about marvels which one sees. C651. The one
compulsory question. Percival must ask the meaning of the strange
sights he sees; else the Fisher King will not be healed.

J21.7. “Do mot cross a bridge without dismounting from your horse”;
counsel proved wise by experience. Man breaks leg. Type 910B;
Wesselski Marchen 219 No. 32.

J21.8. “Newver wager more than a groat”: counsel proved wise by ex-
perience. Man loses wife on wager. Wesselski Mérchen 219 No. 32.

H588.5. Father’s counsel: if you want to gamble, then gamble with ex-
perienced gamblers (if you see how wretched professional gamblers are,
you will not want to gamble).

J21.8.1. “Do mot bet”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thomp-
son-Balys.

J21.9. “Do mot wvisit your friends often”: counsel proved wise by ex-
perience. At last the man is treated shamefully. *Type 910A; Chris-
tiansen Norske Eventyr 115.

J21.9.1. “Do mot prolong a friendly visit.” Guest stays so long that host
gives him black bread instead of white. Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles
No. 52; Italian Novella: *Rotunda.

P320. Hospitality.

J21.10. “Do mot lend out your horse”: counsel proved wise by experience.
Type 910A; Christiansen Norske Eventyr 115.

J21.11. “Do mot walk half a mile with a man without asking his name”:
counsel proved wise by experience. Man runs race unwittingly with
his wife’s paramour and loses his wife on the wager. (Cf. J21.8.)
*Type 910B; Wesselski Marchen 219 No. 32.

J21.12. “Rue mot a thing that is past”: counsel proved wise by experience.
Man lets bird go and then, having listened to bird’s false declaration that
she had a precious gem in her body, he tries to climb a tree after
her and falls. *BP IV 149 n. 2; Gaster Exempla 256 No. 390; *Paris
Légendes du moyen age 225ff.; *Krappe Bulletin Hispanique XXXIX
24; Alphabet No. 191; Oesterley Gesta Romanorum No. 167.

K604. The three teachings of the fox (bird).

J21.13. “Never believe what is beyond belief”: counsel proved wise by
experience. Man believes when bird tells him that she has a pre-
cious gem in her body. (Cf. J21.12, K604.) *BP IV 149 n. 2; Alphabet
No. 191; Gaster Exempla 256 No. 390; Paris Légendes du moyen age
225ff.; Oesterley Gesta Romanorum No. 167; Spanish Exempla:
Keller.

J21.14. “Newer try to reach the unattainadle”: counsel proved wise by
experience. (Cf. K604.) *BP IV 149 n. 2; Alphabet No. 191; Gaster
Exempla 256 No. 390; *G. Paris Légendes du moyen age 2251f.
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J21.15. “If you wish to hang yourself, do so by the stone which I point
out”: counsel proved wise by experience. Father has left money
which will fall out when the spendthrift son goes to hang himself in
despair. “The Heir of Linne.” *Type 910D; *Pauli (ed. Bolte) No.
709; Chauvin V 133 No. 63, *VIII 94 No. 65; Child V 12f.; Clouston
Tales II 53; Italian: Basile Pentamerone IV No. 2, Rotunda; Jap-
anese: Ikeda.

N500. Treasure trove. N545. Man in despair digging own grave finds
treasure.

J21.16. “Go to Goosebridge”: counsel proved wise by experience. Man
with disobedient wife finds mules beaten there and made to cross
bridge. Boccaccio Decameron IX No. 9 (*Lee 289); Italian Novella:
*Rotunda.

T252.2. Cock shows brow-beaten husband how to rule his wife.

J21.17. “Stay at church till mass is finished”: counsel proved wise by
experience. Delay saves youth from death. *Cosquin Etudes 73ff.;
Irish: Beal XXI 314, O’Suilleabhain 38; Icelandic: Boberg; Japanese:
Ikeda.

K1612. Message of death fatal to sender.

J21.18. “Do mnot trust the over-holy”: counsel proved wise by experi-
ence. Wife so modest she will not travel with husband (adulteress);
priest so pious he will not tread on worm (thief). Jewish: bin Gorion
Born Judas IV 22, 275, Neuman.

K2051. Adulteress feigns unusual sensitiveness.

J21.19. “Start your journey early in the day”: counsel proved wise by
experience. Jewish: bin Gorion Born Judas III 100, 304, Neuman.

J21.20. “Prepare for might camp while it is still day”: counsel proved
wise by experience. Jewish: bin Gorion Born Judas III 100, 304,
Neuman.

J21.21. “Do mot cross a swollen stream until it has run down”: counsel
proved wise by experience. Jewish: bin Gorion Born Judas III 100,
304, Neuman.

J21.22. “Do mot tell a secret to a woman”: counsel proved wise by
experience. Nouvelles de Sens No. 7; Irish myth: *Cross; Lithuanian:
Balys Index No. *911; Italian Novella: Rotunda; Jewish: bin Gorion
Born Judas III 100, 304, *Neuman; India: *Thompson-Balys.

C420. Tabu: uttering secrets. J21.37. Do not take a woman’s advice,.

J21.23. “Rise earlier”: counsel proved wise by experience. Man seeking
explanation for being in debt arises earlier and catches his servants
stealing. (Cf. H588.1.) Italian Novella: Rotunda.

P365. Faithless servants.

J21.24. “Do not make a horse run down hill”: counsel proved wise by
experience. Horse breaks its neck. Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles No. 52;
Italian Novella: *Rotunda.

J21.25. “Do mot keep bad company”: counsel proved wise by experience.
Breaking of father’s first counsel causes the breaking of all the others.
Italian Novella: Rotunda.

J154. Wise words of dying father. J485. The three sins of the hermit.

J21.26. “Don’t be too greedy in making a trade”: counsel proved wise
by experience. Man refuses fifty ducats for horse. Horse suddenly
dies. Italian Novella: Rotunda.
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J21.27. “Do mot adopt a child”: counsel proved wise by experience.
Lithuanian: Balys Index No. *911; Italian Novella: Rotunda.

J21.28. “Do not trust a ruler who rules by reason alone”: counsel proved
wise by experience. Lithuanian: Balys Index No. *911; Italian No-
vella: Rotunda.

J21.29. “Keep head dry, feet warm, and eat meat”: counsel proved wise
by experience. King recovers from illness. Italian Novella: Rotunda.

J21.30. “Never have to do with a woman unless wed to her”: counsel
proved wise by experience. Italian Novella: Rotunda.

J21.31. “Do mot marry a woman before seeing her and finding her to
be your equal”: counsel proved wise by experience. Italian Novella:
Rotunda.

J21.32. “Do mot marry more than one woman”. Man who wanted three,
marries one and is weakened greatly. Spanish Exempla: Keller.
T145. Polygamous marriage.

J21.33. “Bathe by yourself and mot in the common bathing place”:
counsel proved wise by experience. Man forgets purse in bath house.
India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.34. “Mowe stool before sitting on it”: counsel proved wise by experi-
ence. Man thus saves self from falling into well. India: *Thompson-
Balys.

J21.34.1. “When in a strange place look about you”: counsel proved wise
by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.34.2. “Do mnot sit on a bed without touching it first”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.35. “Ruler should follow adwice of majority” (mot his own fancy):
counsel proved wise by experience. Thus finds money on body of
dead traveler. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.35.1. “Neglect mot what four or five people say”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.36. “Do mot go alome on journey”: counsel proved wise by experi-
ence. Helpful crab saves from attack by crocodile. India: *Thomp-
son-Balys.

J21.37. “Do mnot take a woman’s advice”: counsel proved wise by experi-
ence. (Cf. J21.22)) India: Thompson-Balys.

C195. Tabu: taking advice of a woman. J155.4. Wife as adviser.

J21.38. “May God spare you from an evil man or evil woman.” To teach
a friend the wisdom of this greeting a man borrows money and
then his creditor’s coat from him. In court the lender is discredited.
Spanish: Childers.

J1151.2. Witness claims the borrowed coat: discredited.

J21.39. “Do not travel without money”: counsel proved wise by experi-
ence. India: *Thompson-Balys.

J21.40. Don’t require honor from a strange country”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.41. “Be cautious before allowing yourself to fall asleep in a strange
place”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.
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J21.41.1. “Sleep mot in an inn”: counsel proved wise by experience.
India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.41.2. “A stranger does not close his eyes in sleep lest he close them
in death”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-
Balys.

J21.41.3. “He who lies awake gains; he who sleeps loses”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: *Thompson-Balys.

J21.42. “Before eating food at a strange place throw some at an animal
and watch”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-
Balys.

J21.43. “A country mot examined in disguise will always be ruined”:
counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.
K1812. King in disguise.

J21.44. “Lean upon no relation in the hour of distress”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: *Thompson-Balys.
P310. Friendships.

J21.45. “Do mot undertake to be an arbitrator without being asked”:
counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.46. “Do mnot make friends with a policeman (soldier)”: counsel
proved wise by experience. India: *Thompson-Balys.

J21.47. “You can only call your wife your ovn so long as she is with
you”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: *Thompson-Balys.

1J21.47.1. “Do mot send your wife for a long visit to her parents”. coun-
sel proved wife by experience. India: *Thompson-Balys.

J21.48. “Don’t do anything without investigation”: counsel proved wise
by experience. A purse full of money was found in dead man’s
pocket by gravedigger. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.49. “Never give a cup made of a single ruby as a present to the
king”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J1218. King possessing one marvelous object sends hero on quest for
another like it.

J21.50. “Idleness begets woe; work brings happiness”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.51. “Do mnot stand and watch two people fighting”: counsel proved
wise by experience. Man does so and is called by both parties to
depose in favor of both or he will be beheaded. India: Thompson-
Balys.

J21.62. Counsels proved wise by experience-—miscellaneous.

J21.52.1. Disciple who stays in a city where everything is sold at one
price finds justice is not even there. (Cf. F769.1.) India: Thompson-
Balys.

J21.52.2. “Never be rude to a self-made man of low birth”: counsel
proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.52.3. “Hardened clay is hard to mold”: counsel proved wise by
experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.52.4. “Never publish a man’s sin if you can help it”: counsel proved
wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.52.5. “Never dismiss and old servant for his first fault”: counsel
proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.
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J21.52.6. “When a man attacks you, kill him whether he be king or
prince”: counsel proved wise by experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.52.7. Boy who says “I know” gets into all sort of difficulties; now
says “I don’t know.” India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.52.8. “Nothing happens that does not work for one’s good”: counsel
proved wise is experience. India: Thompson-Balys.

J21.52.9. “He who throws himself against a wave is overthrown by it”:
proved true. Jewish: *Neuman.

J22. Precepts of the lion to his sons. Only the younger keeps them and
is successful. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 20.

L1.0. Victorious youngest child.

J22.1. Precept of the lion to his sons: beware of man. Pauli (ed. Bolte)
No. 20; India: Thompson-Balys.

J22.2. Precept of the lion to his sons: honor the woods. Pauli (ed. Bolte)
No. 20.

J22.3. Precept of the lion to his sons: keep peace with the neighbors.
Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 20.

J23. Merchants try honesty for a year and find that it pays. So advised
by priest when they said that they could not do business without
dishonesty. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 394; Irish: Beal XXI 307, O’Suillea-
bhain 25.

J24. Fools learn to be peaceable. Two fools in the habit of striking
people are brought together when they strike each other until they
appreciate the value of peace. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 38.

J25. Why great man plays with children. This is to be learned only
when one has children himself. Anecdote of Agesilaus. Pauli (ed.
Bolte) No. 738.

J553. Aesop with the unbent bow. Upbraided when found playing with
children.

J26. Enemies can be won more by kindness than cruelty. Romans learn
this by experience. Spanish Exempla: Keller.

J27. Man learns the fear of Death by meeting Life. Life (old woman)
beheads him and replaces his head backwards. Simpleton left in
fear for hours before head is readjusted. Italian Novella: *Rotunda.

E34. Resuscitation with misplaced head. E783.1. Head cut off and suc-
cessfully replaced. H1376.2.1. Quest: to learn what fear of Death is.
Z111. Death personified. Z113. Life personified.

J30. Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from inference.

H505. Test of cleverness: uttering three wise words. Youths called on
to do so display by their answers extraordinary powers of deduction.

J31. Encounter with clever children (woman) dissuades man from visit.
On way to a city meets children and they are so clever that he
turns back home, fearing how clever their parents must be. *Wes-
selski Gonnella 118 No. 15, *Hodscha Nasreddin II 227 No. 481; Jap-
anese: Ikeda.

J31.1. Cleverness of men disguised as peasants dissuades rivals from
dispute. Wise men of two rival cities engage in dispute. One dele-
gation disguises as peasants and debates with their adversaries.
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Latter withdraw fearing how clever the educated must be if their
peasants are so learned. Italian Novella: Rotunda.

K1816. Menial disguise.

J32. Arrow as man’s message shows lion how terrible man himself
must be., Wienert FFC LVI 67 (ET 316), 122 (ST 312); Babrius No. 1;
Halm Aesop No. 403; BP II 99.

J33. Blind man who feels young wolf recognises his savage nature.
Wienert FFC LVI 69 (ET 329), 122 (ST 314); Halm Aesop 57.

J34. Odor of the wine cask. How fine wine must been been to leave so
good an odor. Wienert FFC LVI 76 (ET 416), 122 (ST 313); Phaedrus
III No. 1; Jacobs Aesop 220 No. 81.

J50. Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from observation.
J962. Tasks performed by close observation.

J51. Sight of deformed witches causes man to release wife from spin-
ning duty. They tell him that their deformity has come from too
much spinning. *Type 501; *BP I 109ff. (Gr. No. 14); **Von Sydow
Tva Spinnsagor.

G201.1. Three witches (hags) deformed from much spinning. M233.
Three deformed witches invited to wedding in exchange for help.

J52. King observes retaliation among animals: becomes just. Dog breaks
fox’s foot; man breaks dog’s; horse breaks man’s leg; horse steps in
hole and breaks his. Chauvin II, 116 No. 93.

J133. Animal gives wise example to man. N170. The capriciousness of
luck. 2Z20. Cumulative tales.

J52.1. Understanding of wuniversality of death from watching animals
prey on one another. India: Thompson-Balys.

J52.2. King descends to bottom of sea in glass barrel to learn wisdom
from observing fish. Spanish Exempla: Keller.

J53. Army saved from ambush by observation of birds’ movements.
Birds fly from part of woods in which ambushed men lie. Pauli
(ed. Bolte) No. 541; Japanese: Ikeda.

K2351. Animals help in military victory.

J55. Ruler learns lesson from the example of an exiled king. Rewards
the exile rather than a successful merchant. Italian Novella: Ro-
tunda.

J56. Unscrupulous conduct of business learned from observation of
usurer’s own practices and used against him. India: Thompson-
Balys.

P435. Usurer. Q286. Uncharitableness punished. WI155. Hardness of
heart.

J56.1. Ruler learns lesson from seeing city governed by king as unchari-
table as he. India: Thompson-Balys.

J6l. Hare instructs his sons to use their eyes to advantage. Type T72*,

J62. Observation of dying people for a year takes man’s thoughts from
lust. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 265.

J64. Ducklings take to water from instinct. Bridegroom thus brought
to understand bride’s expertness in lovemaking. Italian Novella:
*Rotunda.
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J65. Birds having learned their possible dangers are forced from nest
by mother. Nouvelles Récréations No. 87.

J67. Drops of water make hollow in stone: thus repeated impressions
penetrate mind. Jewish: Neuman.

J67.1. Lazy pupil determines to be more diligent by watching man
building home one wattle at a time, and seeing how water fills hole
one drop at a time. Irish myth: Cross.

J80. Wisdom (knowledge) taught by parable. Irish myth: Cross; Ice-
landic: *Boberg; Bedker Exempler 272 No. 1; Spanish Exempla:
Keller.

H588.7. Father’s counsel: find treasure within a foot of the ground.
(Sons dig everywhere and thus loosen soil of vineyard, which becomes
fruitful.) H600. Symbolic interpretations. J462.3. Father leaves sons
three jewels—Christianity, Judaism, Mohammedanism. J462.2. Unne-
cessary choice of philosophies. Aristotle drinks both red and white wine
to show that all philosophies are good. J553.1. Aesop with the unbent
bow. Upbraided when found playing with children, he unstrings a
bow and shows how good relaxation is. J1011. Lazy woman resumes her
work. She sees how a little bird by persistence pecks a hole in a stone.
J1021. The quarreling sons and the bundle of twigs. Peasant puts twigs
together and cannot break them. Separately they are easily broken.

His sons apply the lesson. J1163. Pleading for accused by means of
parable,

J80.1. Three thousand parables of Solomon. Jewish: *Neuman.

J80.1.1. Solomon proves to his mother the inferiority of woman’s wis-
dom. Lithuanian: Balys Index No. *920B.

J80.2. Minister taught by parable to make obeisance to the new king.
India: Thompson-Balys.

J81. The dishes of the same flavor. Man thus shown that one woman
is like another and dissuaded from his amorous purpose. *Basset
1001 Contes II 25; *Wesselski Miarchen 209; Boccaccio Decameron I
No. 5 (Lee 17); Lithuanian: Balys Index No. *981; Russian: Andrejev
No. *¥981 (II); Italian Novella: *Rotunda; India: *Thompson-Balys.

J816.4. Woman tactfully restrains amorous king. T320. Escape from
undesired lover.

J81.0.1. Monotony of restriction to one’s favorite food. Counselor refuses
to arrange extramarital pleasures for his lord. Ruler feeds him only
his favorite food until the counselor protests the monotony. Ruler
drives home his point. Italian Novella: Rotunda, Cent Nouvelles
Nouvelles No. 10.

J81.1. Society is like a dish: must be properly mixed. Plates having salt,
pepper, fish, etc. not edible without mixing. India: Thompson-Balys.

J81.2. To each his appropriate food. Woman gives morsel of various
foods to each guest, with explanation. India: Thompson-Balys.
H601. Wise carving of the fowl.

J81.3. Parable comparing canons to a stew made of their individual
meals. Nouvelles Récréations No. 3.

J82. Priest walks in the mud. Congregation follows evil ways of priest.
He walks in mud but they will not follow him. He thus shows them
the folly of following his evil ways. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 68.

J83. The gray and the black hairs: enemies reconciled. Duke summons
two inveterate enemies. Has them tear out one of his hairs, one a
gray, the other a black. Both pain him equally. He shows how

2



18 Motif-Index of Folk-Literature

their quarrels hurt him. They are reconciled. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No.
401.

J84. Picking up water thrown on ground no harder than the undoing of
slander. Spanish: Boggs FFC XC 98 No. 836G*.

J85. Chair over fiery pit as figure of precariousness of life. Wesselski
Monchslatein 94 No. 78; Alphabet No. 685.

J86. Rocks falling together and thread entering needle’s eye suggest
sexual intercourse: hence its beginning. Chinese: Graham.
A1352. Origin of sexual intercourse.

J87. Men shamed for their cowardice by woman standing naked before
them. (Usually connected with Jus Primae Noctis [T161]). Wesselski
Archiv Orientalni I 83f.; Lithuanian: Balys Index No. *2429.

W121.4. Queen mother shames son for cowardice.

J88. Wisdom taught by parable: cloud which gives rain to thirsting
crops or drops it in ocean. India: Thompson-Balys.

J91. Monk shames accuser by telling parable. Wind, Water, and Modesty
(Sense of Shame). The first two give their addresses but the third
says she has no address as no one wants her. Italian Novella: Ro-

tunda.

J92. Boy saves life by showing father foolishness of plowing up his
crop. Father has been persuaded to kill child. India: Thompson-

Balys.
J120. Wisdom learned from children.

J94. Difficulty of thinking of God when occupied with worldly affairs.
Shown by test: holy man made to carry milk without spilling. So
occupied he forgets to think of God. India: Thompson-Balys.

J95. Fool digs holes in edge of road. Only those departing from straight
path will fall in. Truth of principle later seen. India: Thompson-
Balys.

J96. Man kills nest of ants: so God punishes man. (Cf. J225.0.4.) India:
Thompson-Balys.

J97. Lotus flower flourishes as long as it is in water: king should not
leave castle. India: Thompson-Balys.

J98. Stones shaken in jar: difficulty in learning many dialects. India:
Thompson-Balys.

J99. Wisdom (knowledge) taught by parable.

J99.1. Relative pleasures of sexes in love taught by parable. India:
Thompson-Balys.
T2. The relative pleasures of love.

J99.2. Father bequeathes four pots to sons: eldest finds earth in his;
second, bones; third, rice husks; youngest, rupees (eldest to get land;
second, cattle; third, grain; youngest to keep money). India: Thomp-
son-Balys.

J462.3. Unnecessary choice of religion.

J100. Wisdom (knowledge) taught by necessity.

J101. Crow drops pebbles into water jug so as to be able to drink. Wienert
FFC LVI 64 (ET 272), 106 (ST 186, 246); Jacobs Aesop 213 No. 55.



J. The wise and the foolish 19

J102. Bear learns how to catch crabs with his hairy claws. Wienert
FFC LVI 63 (ET 263), 106 (ST 185).

J120. Wisdom learned from children. *Chauvin VIII 62 No. 27; Penzer I
186.

J92. Boy saves life by showing father foolishness of plowing up his
crop. Ka433. Child’s curiosity exposes thief. S$261.1. Child as foundation
sacrifice smiles and wins freedom.

J121. Ungrateful son reproved by naive action of his own son: preparing
for old age. Man gives his old father half a carpet to keep him warm.
Child keeps the other half and tells his father that he is keeping it
for him when he grows old. *Bédier Fabliaux 463f.; *Pauli (ed. Bolte)
Nos. 436, 760; Crane Vitry 260 No. 288; Herbert III 25; *BP II 135,
IV 172 n. 14; Scala Celi No. 530; *Krappe Bulletin Hispanique
XXXIX 41. — Lithuanian: Balys Index No. *996; Russian: Andrejev
No. *982; Spanish Exempla: Keller; Italian Novella: *Rotunda; Chi-
nese: Eberhard FFC CXX 256f. No. 201; Japanese: Tkeda.

P233. Father and son. Q281.1. Ungrateful children punished. S140.1.
Abandonment of aged. WI154. Ingratitude.

J121.1. Ungrateful son reproved by naive action of his own son: prepar-
ing for old age (wooden drinking cup or bowl). Spanish: Childers;
India: Thompson-Balys.

J121.2. Undutiful son rebuked by father. Father tells son not to drag
him past the threshold, because he had dragged his own father only
up to that point when he had thought of putting him out of his
house. Spanish: Childers.

Q588. Ungrateful son punished by having a son equally ungrateful.

J122. Naive remark of child: “You forgot to strike mother.” A father in
habit of beating his wife remarks that he has forgot something. The
child says, “I know. You forgot to strike mother.” Wesselski
Monchslatein 170 No. 133.

P233. Father and son. S62. Cruel husband.

J122.1. Seducer about to seduce mother of child refrains when child
wisely remarks that he is sad because his father has left his mother
exposed to such dangers. Spanish Exempla: Keller.

J123. Wisdom of child decides lawsuit. King in disguise sees child’s
game which represents the case. *Wesselski “Der Knabenkonig und
das kluge Midchen” (Sudetendeutsche Zs. f. Vksk. [1930] Beiheft 1)
passim; *Chauvin V 86 No. 26 n. 1; DeVries FFC LXXIII 323ff.;
Scala Celi No. 895; Japanese: Ikeda.

H41.5. Unknown prince shows his kingly qualities in dealing with his
playmates. J1170. Clever judicial decisions. K1921.1. Son of the king and
of the smith exchanged. P35. Unknown prince chosen chief of
children in play.

J123.1. Clever prince overrules seemingly just decisions of king. Jewish:
Neuman.

J124. Learning the virtue of patience from children. When their meals
are stolen, they quietly search for them. India: Thompson-Balys.

J125. Parents’s misdeeds innocently betrayed by children. Italian No-
vella: Rotunda; West Indies: Flowers 474.

K435. Child’s song incriminates thief.

J125.1. The wineneedsno further water. Guests asks small daughter of inn-
keeper for water to put into his wine. She says, “You will not have
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to do that for mother poured a whole tubful into the cask today.”
*Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 374.

J1312. The watered wine.

J125.2. Adulteress betrayed by little child’s remark. Jewish: Neuman;
India: Thompson-Balys.
T575.1.1.2. Child in mother’s womb reveals adultery.

J125.2.1. Child unwittingly betrays his mother’s adultery. Tells father
not to step across chalk line drawn around secretary; if he does se-
cretary may do to him what he did to Mother the other day. Cent
Nouvelles Nouvelles No. 23.

J130. Wisdom (knowledge) acquired from animals.

A2237.1. Animal reveals mistress’s adultery: punished by master. B120—
B169. Animals with magic wisdom. B505. Magic object received from
animal. D1318.2.1. Laughing fish reveals unjust judgment. KG604. The
three teachings of the fox (bird). T252.2. Cock shows browbeaten hus-
band how to rule his wife.

J132. Mouse teaches her child to fear quiet cats but not noisy cocks. Pauli
(ed. Bolte) No. 530.

J133. Animal gives wise example to man. Jewish: *Neuman; India:
Thompson-Balys.

J52. King observes retaliation among animals: becomes just. J64.
Ducklings take to water from instinct. Bridegroom thus brought to
understand bride’s expertness in lovemaking. J65. Birds having learned
their possible dangers forced from nest by mother. M369.2.1.1. Prophecy
of king taking a cruel stepmother to her sons after her death enacted
before eyes of dying queen by sparrow family living in tree by palace.

J133.1. One wild goat steps over another. They thus pass each other
uninjured on a cliff. This shows advantage of peaceableness. Pauli
(ed. Bolte) No. 403.

J133.2. Ass refuses to drink after it has had enough. Thus teaches lesson
to master. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 239.

J133.3. Trained deer drinks wine till he breaks his leg but thereafter
abstains. Thus teaches lesson to master. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 240.

J133.4. Woman will not follow donkey on safe path: attacked by rob-
bers. Pauli (ed. Bolte) No. 630.

J133.5. Squirrel tries to dip out lake with his tail: difficulty of re-
forming the world. India: Thompson-Balys.

J133.6. Big fish eat little: robber will plunder weak meighbors. Scottish:
Campbell-McKay No. 12.

J134. Amnimal behavior teaches man what to avoid.

J134.1. Cock’s second mate lets her stepchildren starve: woman warns
husband accordingly. India: *Thompson-Balys.
S31. Cruel stepmother.

J135. Departing animal gives man counsels. India: Thompson-Balys.

J136. Crow inspects the three worlds in search of happiness. India:
*Thompson-Balys.
H1376.6. Quest for happiness.

J137. Wisdom learned from example of insects. India: Thompson-
Balys.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































